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SHEWING '-3-6 


{The COMMON-WEALTHS Malady 
Sicriledge z and: want of Duty inthe People. ; 


By ; Contemiion , want of Charity in the Mivitiery, 
Perjury , and want of Truth in- boch; 


X And Its Remedy y ot Br FE: J 
..__» © The Peoples Obedience and Liberalicy, 4 4 
By 2 The- Migilters Love and Unity. F 
-:£*Boctr their Repencance 1. and Fidelity, 
Briefly Declard in THREE TREATISESS' 
The, Miniſters Patrimony , and Peoples Duty. 
Propoſals re reconcile ſuch as are for Lordly Epiſcopacy ; and 
Un-ordain'd Pr ; fo: Popular Independancy ,' ang 
Upſtart Antipz@s ry. And againſt Perjury, 
Alſo, a Petition for the ] EWS. 
As they that ſerved at the Altar iiurd of it s ſo hath the Lord ordained that they which 


| the Gaſpel ſhould lrve -of it , 1 Cor. 9g. 13,T4- | 
Every D>voted thing is moſt boly to the Lod; it ſhall be the Prieſts, it ſhall not be [o!d us ol 
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redeemed , Ley, 27.21,.28, 
| P Intentione Dantis , Exod. 20, 2,6, 
Extentzone Recipientis , 1 Cor. 16. x 4.. 
Ti S$:mx@ oda:palyg Þ [mpletione Mandatoruns, Rom. 1 3.8. 2 
þ. Ty eza/0, eAcceptatione Ewangelt, Luk, 10, 27,28, 5 
| Origine Obeaientie, 1 Cor, 13.1, &c. 4 
Operzttiowe wills malt, Rom. 1 3.10; Y 
Z ” He that. {meareth' to his ow ban 
Who ſhall inherir heaven 3 geth 4 » Pla. 15, 4; ines: -N 
T4. Thas hath net ſworn deceitfully , Pal, 
 B-þ 1 have opened my mouth wito . | wo 
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To all thattremble at Gods Word, and fear an Oath; 4 


Grace be to you, and Peace from God our Father , and 
| from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt who-is our Hope. * 


- BELOVED, 


: nr es , the Rod God uſeth to correft uw with , for 

W] he ſcourgeth every Son he receiveth, Heb. 12. being 
laid on me , it made mt in fan. 8.1651, hol 
| and try my wayes , and toturn untothe Lord , and. 

| ranges no man 44 David ſaith, knoweth hiserrors, 
| therefore 7 m_ in the words of Elihu, 70b 34. 32. 
that whichI ſee not, ſhew thou me, andif I have * 
| done iniquity, I will do ſ@ no more; and knowing } 
it atrmth by experience formerly, which he ſpaks © 

: Job 33. 15:T hat God ſpeakgth in a dream,in Vikens 
of the night,when deep fleep fallech upon men, in flumbring on the bed: then 
he openeth the ears of men, and ſealeth their inſtruſtion , &c. (rhongh I ab=, 
hor thoſe filthy Dreamers St. Jude ſpeaks of, and thoſe Enthuſiaſts condemn'4 
by Euſebius, . Eccleſ. Hiſt. Tripart. 156. 7.-cap. Epiphan. ſcholaſt. Interpr.- 
Hi enim cujuſdam D#monis operationem expeQtant , & hanc ſanRi ſpiritus- 
preſentiam arbitrantur : whoſe ſucceſſors meſt of our Ranters and Yuakers:" 
are, who believe things contrary tothe written Word, and prattice what the 4 
Scriptures condemn , 4s did theſe old Meſlalians, Euchitz , for by all theſe" 
three names they are call'd there. After which God ſhewed me ( according t 
my Prayer ) my not performing mz Oath and Covenant in 4 Sermon by acci= 
dent Theard in Bathe, as I was travelling through that Town : and ſhortly af: 
ter moved me exceedingly in a Dream to write againſt the fin of Perjury , and 
t0 add it to wy former Tratt in my firſt Book, I delivered tothe King, 1647» 
againſt this ſin, for ith the Lord puniſy'd bim for this ſin, how can he ſpare us 
wunleſewerepent of it. Andthough Ihwmbled my ſelf for this ſin preſentl 
Jet was F not reſolved to print it 114 iy March following,reading Ezek. 9.4. th 
we ought not t0 mourn for our own fins only, but for the fins of the Land : The 
thought my ſelf of them, and then was moved, ( as 1 conceive by Gods Spirtt 

for ſp glory, and his Chirches good, andthe diſcharge of my duty; to ks 
AV ow to write againſt the fins in this Book, ſpecified , and-then I. prayed, 


& 


F-* : 19.00 oy ils C*EPISTUE, TT OE OIy gs: 
| direftion and aſſiſtance, for grace,wiſdom, and prudence for ſtrength, health, * 
and means to effett it, ſo as it may accompliſh the ends deſired, &c, And thinth. © 
' Satan hitherto hath much bindred me , togethtr with mine own infirmitics, 
; whilſt I too much looked onthe things ſeen , and conferr'd with fleſh and blqod. 
|} Tet now Chriſtian Reader, for -he ends alone above-ſpecified, and to pay my 
| Vow with fear and trembling at Gods Word , and the judgements that hang 
| 0ver our heads, and not for any by-intereſt to any Perſon, or malice, or hatred 
'F againſt any,or out of pri de,prejuaice, or ſelf-ſe eeking have I +mprinted this (45 
; þ God us my Record, whom I fervein the Spirit, 1 ſpeak'thetruth,and lie nor.) 
And therefore what i of God , and agreeable to his Word, I deſire thee onlyto 
| | hold faſt, ard prattice,, What hath not warrant thence, zmpute it to my $9 10> 
| rance aud midret Lwkich in Chriſts namt I deſirethee to pardo#t ) but 10 
' thou judge any thing, proveit by the Word to be an exror , without partiality, 
or hypocriſie, ſelf-love, intereſt, or fear of Man, and the Lord grants buth 
the $ pirit of Diſcerning, to know the things that differ , andto approve the 
. things that are moſt excellent , and to walk 1a the light when we have it, with- 
out ; card the truth in unrighteouſneſs , leſt the wrath of God be revealed 
from Heaven againſt us for it : but grant that we may be ſincere, and without 
offence now , and hereafter in the day of Chrift , which the Lord grant for 


Chriſts ſake. AMEN. 


| | 


$9 So wiſheth thy Souls Friend, 
| | E. F. de C. /. 
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MINISTERS 
Grolpels Patrimony. — 


Jaints Duty 


A; HE Earth is Jehovah , and the plenty thereof 
the World, («) and they that fir therein , both 
by right of Creation, for he hath founded it 
on'the Sess, and eſtabliſht it on the Rivers,and 
by right of conſervation, for as all things were 
wade by bim, ſo he upholdeth all things by 

4 the.word of his power.” (6) In him welive, (6) Heb. 4: 15 
move.and have our being. (c) And he hath made ef one blood Palm 5+ 12, 7 
all Nations of men, for to dwell on the face of the whole earth, (c) A& 37-35% 
and hith determined the times appoiated , and the bounds of 
their habitations , for he hath divided inheritarces unto the Na- 
tions, when he ſeparated the Sons of 44am, at the confuſion of 
Languages, and ſet the bounds ofthe people, according to the = 
number of the Sons of 1/-ael. (4) Thirdly, by Inheritance and (d)Deur.32.$; 
Redemption, the World, and all thereinare the Lord Je- Gen. 19 3H 
ſus Chriſts , by whom the Father bath reconciled all things un- = + 
to himſelf, (e) ond whom be pain to be heir of all (+) Col. x46 


(a) Pl. 24.1, 
Deut. 19. 14. 


things 


. 
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"things. (7) Therefore whuterer Ticle;or Tntereſt, 0: Propei 


e 

off orchs CRtel therein, or any profic that comes by Stz or Land 
; it muſt come from God tbe Father , through our Lord Jeſas 
(g)! 4 "1-17 Chriſt who is the grand Landlord , and Lord patamount over 
pa wi all other Lords, and things, (g) all which are the godly mans, 


| and 19.14 LY u0adnſum, non quoad poſſeſrionem,(b) they ſhall ſerve for their 
i| (b)1. Cor.z.21 good, though they be not their ſervants to command, 

N Now there arc four wayes whereby Lands er Goods become 
_ proper to any man.By which he may juſtly lay claim to them(for 
| a 


I omit all 
or Land. 

Firſt, by Gods immediate Donation or Gift, for this is moſt 
ancient; thus God gave to Adamthe Earth,and allthe Creatures 
in it, with the Fruits thereof , for him to ſubdue it , aad to have 


| whel and pretended T icles) as his proper Goods, 
| 


(i) Scn.1. 28, 
(4) Pſalms. it, (&) And thus, 

at Secondly, by Inheritance, Children may enjoy their Parents 
Eſtates belonging to them, as the Land of Canaav was given to 
Abraham and his Sced, for them to inherit the ſame , ns Heirs to 
- (7) Bi«b.12, 8, their Father of the Promiſe(/) made Gez, 12.7, and 15,18, and 
LO 26, 3. and Numb. 27. 8, 12. yea the Inheritance was to paſſe 
I - unto the Daughters where heirs Malc faild ; the Twelve Tribes 
'v, had their Inberieances by Lot affigned them , which was by the 
}. Gn) Brov. 16. diſpoſition of the Lord (w) es Solomon ſheweth. 
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Thirdly, By Purchaſe Land heeomes « mans own , when he 


: buxes ic with hig money, or Goods ; Thus 4brebaw with mo- 
4 pey bought the field of Zphron, which was in*Machpelah, and 
4 the Cave therein,and all the Trees that were in the Field, and 'in 
; % all the Borders round abour, for a poſſeſſion to him and tis beirs 
os - Gen 23 ip for ever, ( ) for four hundred ſheckles of Silver. And fo H- 
Þ i cb. bought a parcel of a Field for an hundred Lambs , or pieces 
| of money on which the A ——— were ſtamped ,, (o) for 
#- (o)Gen. 33-19 *rwas an ancient caſtome to buy things by Exchange , as among 

i weigh tbe Greeks; p both cheſe wayes are intimated, (g) 

1 bo ms Fourtbly ead laſtly, Lands or Goods becomes a mans own by 
& @) > Kings canqueſt,ar medinte gift ef men ; by Conqueſt, when men” by 
\ WE his command,or according to his will, invade any Land or Nati- 

on ; Thus by Conqueſt the Iſraclites x Gods command wavaded 


| @. Devt. 2-3!« ghe Land. of Siben King of che Amorites (r)and they conquered | 


them, 


any man can claim to any part of the carth, or the fruit there- 


* 
as ts. De.  * — 


dominion overit, (s) and after Adawhis Sens were to enjoy - 


of © Cf #4 
- is A - - 
- -. the 


thaw#, and God is laid togive their Cities and Lands other, ws | 
tTephthah p'eads,(L) and chis ſoemeth then as wel as afterwards to 0) Jet voy 
bethe Law of Nations, xs appears in chat followiong,wilt theu not | 5 
poſſeſs chit which Chtimoſb thy God giveth thee?becauſe viory 
m barrle is che Lords ?(t)& he gives it to whom he wil,and here- (2): Chron, 
by deftroyertvorrerly ſomerimes,and diſplanteth Nations,as the '4+ **+ 
Z nxzims, and Enmims and Raphaims out of Caraey by Chederlas» a 
" emer, (#) The Chorits, and others dwelling in cunt Sear py mL 
by Eſau md his Sons. (w) Or 2ly God immediately by mens wil (»YDrev:2, xt 
md diſpoſicion giveth unto men Lands and Goods as Abrams gave 
Goods to hisSons by Ketwrah, (x) but his Lands andthe chief of Nene G l 
his Eſtare he g&veto 1/aac and his poſterity (3) & ſo the Eleven (770n..21.5, 
Tribes ar Gods command gave Cities tothe Tribe of Zevie (2) 
and paid their Tithes and Offerings , (4 ) ſothoſe who to ac (4)Leovir. 27. 
knowledge their homage and thankfu'neſs to God in # ſinguſar protowm. 
way to honour him , and to maintain his Worſhip and Minifters, 
and the poor fanQified houſes or fields, or the prices of them,or 
elfe devoted * op yaw and redeemed them , as in the place before 
quoted: ſoalfo Barnabas under the New Teſtament ſold his Land, 
devored and brought the money,andlaid it dozn at theApoſtles 
feet,, (5) ſodid many others that had poſſ:ſſion of; Lands and (4) as 4. DO 
ſold chem, Houſes, and brought the prizes of the things fo!d, (c) (c)A&s 4. 34. © 
which alls Ananiar pretended to doout of yain-glory.' (4)Now (4) ARs 5.1. 
this belonged to the Apoſtles and poor in the primitive Chureh, 
verſe 35. and they accordingſy diſtributed untoevery man as he 
had need; it was beforeit was fold their own,as Perer p'ainly 
tells A»anias,and afcer that was ſold, the money was in his own 
power to diſpoſe of it as pleaſed him , but after it was devoted, 
then it was not in his power to ry back part of its here'n he * 72 
betrayed his covetouſneſs and d:ftiience : bis hypocrifie 8nd The applicari- 
ſacriledge ;z and telling a Lye to the Holy-Ghoſt , he became a on/of what was 
ſpeacle of divine vengeance. ſpoken before, 

Io the times of the Apoflles the Brittons were without queſti- 

or) the lawful poſſeſſors of this }ſle, God having given the ſame 
to them to inhabit,as he did MMownt Seir to the Ed:mites, Dew. | 
2. 5. Artothe Moabites(e) & baving broughtthe Britton; from ©) Dev. 2. 9. 
Trey, as he did the Philiftines f om-Caphtor , and the Syrians ({)Amos g 7. 
from Kr (f) as the B-ittiſh Chronicles generally agree. Bymre (2) Cnadder- 
who was their King having reigned there four and ewenty 7 thirs'2g8 
yeu's before 5a»/s Death, (g) o—_ 


il1a; aad 0-15 
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mR This Nation as well #5 other Gentiles when Chriſt ſuffereg, - 
+5 wecmny worſhipped dumb [dols, and offered Sacrifice to Devills. But 
x part,page 95» about the years of our Lord (6g) 7oſeph of eArimath:a after the - 
printed z610, diſperſon of the Jews was ſent by Philip the Apoſtle from 
- France into this Iſland, who here remained during his life , and 
He with his companions it Gi/das may be credited, .laid the firſt 
foundation of Chriſtian Faith among the Brittons , who' after- 
 .. ward were confirmed, and Beleevers increaſed by o:her Preach- - 
—_— of Bi- ers and Teachers that came over. To him and his Aſſociates was 
oy un given inthe Reignof King Arvirague, Glacenbury, with (12) 
Hidelands adjacent toit, for their maintenancein the Iſle then 
» &) Nicezſorum called A valon, (5) although I rather approve of Nicephorm his 
Jibr, ſecun.o, teſtimony, (k) who ſaith that Simeon Zelores did ſpread the Go» 
head ſpel of Chriſt ro the WeſtOcean,and brought the ſame to the Iſle 
: of Brittain, : 

Now Ged bearing witneſs to the teſtimony of his Goſpel in 
this Land as elſewhere , and confirning the word ſpoken both 
with ſignes and wonders , and divers miracles , and gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to his oxn will, of which King Zucixe 
(Son of Coils that builded Colch:fter in this Land). bearing, a- 
bout the year (180) he ſent to E/utherius the Biſhop of Rewe to 
receive of him the Chriſtian Faith,and to be Baptized, who rejoy- 
cingto hear the requeſt of this King, and to ſee the godly for- 
wardneſs of his well diſpoſed mind , preſently ſent him Faganu 
and Damianss Pre:chers to him, who prezching to the ans, 
his Court and people,converted many,and Baptized them, and ſo 

(1)Fx A&s they ſubverted the Idol Temples, and allother monuments of 
and Monum. Gentility, and embraced the Chriſtian Faith, And whereas be- 
1 Part,p1g. 96 fore there were amongſt the Gentiles eight and twenty head 
princed 1610. 1,7; s called Flamins, & three Arch-Prieſts cald-Arch-Flamins, 
theſe they turned into eight and ewenty B:ſhops,and three Arch- 

Biſhops , taking away the meanes which formerly was given, to 

$athan and his Miniſters , for to maintain the worſhipof Devils, 

nd con. cratincitunto Jeſus Chriſt , and his Miniſters, for co 

maintain the true worſhip of God, of whichits probable Tythes - 

were apart ; for ſo the Gentiles paid Tyth to their Flamines, as 

well as the Jews did to the Prieſts and Levites. S0 Pifiſtratus 

Tyrant of Arhen; informs Si/on that all the Athenians did ſepa* 

- (m)Lrertimin rx'e the Tyrhes of their Fruits, not to ſp:nd them on private 
\  w/4/o-mis  y{e,but for the publick Sactifice*, and common profirs. (w) So 

"YL | | ns : | amongſt 
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'] amongſt the Latinds they uſed to pay Tythes to Hercules, (n) (n)Pompon, © 
And Cyr«s his Souldiers by the 2dviceot Creſ#s were ftaid from _ - 1” ay 
ſpoiling the Lydians City that the Tythe might firſt be-paid- ro = Bb.z.s 64 
Jupiter. (0) However certain it is that this good King Zucins ,, 
founded many Churches, gave great riches and liberties to the (o) Herodin 
ſame, as Fox confefleth (p) - ſo did many other ,cbriſtian Ci. 
King converted to the Faith, as Ethe/bert gave Lands and Re- 0) Fi n_ ky 
"= venuct to Auſtin that converted him at Canterbrnry , Sigtbert pra, p py 
> caveto Meliins at London ; alſo Quicelings gavethe City of 
) Dorcheſter to Berin»s , and after to the Biſhop of Wincheſter 
1 
; 


ſeven miles compaſs of Land ; to build there the Biſhops Sen, |; 

which was #ccompliſh;d and finiſhed by Kewwalkys his Son,(q ) (2) Fox ſu 

as our Foxrelateth, FONT TY 

- And that Tythes as now they are pad weregiven by Zucixs (7) Fox ut ſuprs 

and his people, is more than probable , ſith they were governed #48". 96. 

, in Religion & the diſcipline oftheChurch,& maintenance theres 

of, was aftcr the example ofthe R:w95 Chorch which then was 

in itspurity,or very little ſxarving from the Apoſtolick Fith, 

| (r) And atthat time Tythes were paid at Rome, forall Chriſtians 

7 are bound both by the Law of nature, aod inſtitution of the 

| Church to pay Tythes, (s) and St. Aug»ftine ſaith Tythes are re- ©) Aquinas 

quired of due debt, andthe which will notgive them , invades a- 244; 244: 9.87, 

nother mans goods; (+) and again, he which gave hee the whole (;) 4, i 

| requires again the Tenth of thee , not certain to profit himſelf Sem 1.Domin. 

| butus. In the National Councel of Calchnth , anno 785, as jeff T-inn12 & 

| Spelman relates inthe Reigns of Kiog Oſwald, ind Off «, there '**®: a ten= 

on-good gronnds ſpecified, Tythes werecommanced co be paid Da hw 

as a ſpecial gift pe prac we OW t2 God, («) for ſo inleed pay- Hibueftrireds. 

ing of Tythes was'a ſign of Homage, and ſubjeion we owe to ite, illevers * 

| God,as alſo of thankfulneſs, which therefore was given to Gods ©Piſtianu eff 

| M niſters,and Prieſts before the Law ,* (w ) and under the Law, ſ _— 0 

| (x ' and under the Goſpel. (7) K'ng Erhelſtane in bis Land gave puta | 

> 2 Tytheofhis proper Goods, as wellin living Catcel , as in Corn bus reddir. * 

| and Fruits ofthe g-ound,and the fame charge ard command he (»)5pe1. Concit, 

| ' gavetoill his Officers throughou: his Realm to pay the ſame, #5: =” 4 

p Which was about nine hundred years after Chriſt, & the groun4y of hrs 

it was from the example of the godly who paid Tytts before the (x)Lev. 27. & 
Law, and by the words of our Siviour, and by the terrible Numb. 18,2” 
threzts denounced in other Books, which tolg ibem that if they Deur. 14, 2. * 
wou'd not pay their Ten'h, their nine parcs ſhould be tiken from js nd GY 


their, g, I2 Gal F 
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Os  c_ them, and they fhould enjoy only the Tenth t alſo it asppent® in 
Fox ut ſu- : 

i op the Reign of Zygbert ahnoſt two hundred years before , ('z) foe 


n 36, and 149, tn the beginning of his Reign Cutbeart Arch Biſhop of Canter 
& 150, 


Congregation in evety place ſhou'd be conftituced after the abi- 
lity of their Goods', which had been 5o no purpoſe had not 
Tythes been paid out of them. Afterwards in the Reign of K. Ed- 
mond Ct, Anno 940. the King with the advice of his Lords and 
Biſhops EnaRted a Law that Tythes ſhould be paid by every chri- 
| (tian man: 4 And this was after confirmed by the Saxon, Daniſh, 
|, < Foxut ſupra and Norman Kings that ſucceeded, us appears in that Oath they 
| 245-1356 uſuallyraokat their Coronations, topreſerve and defend the 
rights and priviledges ofthe Church,as is manifeſt in the deſcrip» 

. b Foxut ſupra tion of a King by King Edward the Confelſor. & The King 
| pag: 149, 250, of rightand by his office ought to conſerve fully and wholly” in 
all ampleneſs without diminution the Holy Church , according 

to the conſt tution of his Anceſtors and Predecefſors, and to 
defend the ſameagainitalifoes: And theſe Tythes bath been 
ratified and confirmed on the Miniſters 6f the Church, by fundry 
ARts of Parliament ſince the Cor queſt, 2s by Afagne(barte of 
King Henry the Firſt, and King Zob»,and Henry the Third, 6 37. 
| c PideMy, Times fiaceconfirmed in Partiament, c and tbe lat Parkamenc 
Prin's Goſpel ca{ld 1640. hath confirmed the ſame by their Ordinance, 1644. 
_ = 50 d nor were everany of thoſe ads repealed, bur are inforee ftilk, 
Chiiſlian Rea. T herEforeT bumbly conceive that the Miniſters of the: Goſpel 
F '- ger. oughtto live of thoſe things tharare given , and by devour men. 
| | 4 Yidetke Or- conſecrated to Gods ſervice, according to the Laws of God and 
& þ <inarce of Par- man, and that their maintenance ought to-be according to the 
'v} ——m_ wag greatneſs of their employment, and to the numberof Wife and 
- Children in their Families, which they are obliged to provide 


$| 1644. for the 


18} verrer\ payment for e as the Prieſts and Levites did of o1d with their Families; 
$4 of Tyhes. And the Civil Magiſtrates if there be diſorder in the dividing of 
y +; —_ 4+ 37- the Churches Goods,or ignorance, and fllouth in che Miniſters, 
MO Tin ..g. Orobſtinacy and negleR in thoſethat ſhould pay their-Tychesand 

Y{ Lev,z2.14,r2 Offerings, may command the ſame to be rightly divided,and ce 
1p it be done 83did Hez2thiss, f who is faid ro dothat which is 
IF 2 Chron. 31. pood andright, and truth before God, verſe 20. and they may 
| $91 Sc? - puniſh or remove thoſe Miniſters that are ignorant, or prophane, 
Þ x Kino: 2s, ©venthe chiefeſt ofghem, as David and Solomon did of old, yg 
Aandas and Cinftantine the Great, and Throdejme, & other Clan 
= ; cinces, 


LO eee ee Eee era rn  I———_— __— 
D HOY ART T wo a » * —_ —_ - = 


bury With bis Syrod of Biſhops and Prelatey concluded thac the 


9 
_- __ 


Princes under the New Teftament, b and cauſe the Tythes to be 6 rheed Erelef, ” 
paid to the Miniſters,1s Nebemiah did, 5 who eauſed the porti Hif-lib.x.c, ** 
ons of the Ze>ites to be given , and ſo did the pions Magiſtrates 29. & lb. 5, 
. in our Land, who made thoſe Laws above ſpecified, requiring all 7. 
ſorts of perſons to pay their Tythes, on penalty, as being due to +. _ ny 
Chriſts Miniſters, both by the Law,of Ged and man. Well they k Levie, 27. 28, 
knew it was not in mans powerto detain, ortake from God that ! God would 
which God required,or by the motion of his Spirit was devoted 2*ſuffcr. them 


to him and his Service; ſach Houfes, Lands, Goods, under then itz to 


Law w3s riotto be ſold, orredeemed , it was holy to the Lord; fancy in a1 © 


k or av it 8 in the Original, twas holineſs of holineſs,that is moſt good purpoſes - , 
holy in reſpet of them that devored them, and therefore notto 324 words,thac 
be ſold, devined , erdenied, / nopartofit may beheld or kepr © ithem we | 
back without theft ,thar I ſay not Sacriledge, the property being changeable 2s 
altered after it's devoted, as St. Petertold Ananias, ms both be. Godis, Ainſw. 
fare he ſold 'ewas his own , and after he had ſold and received Annor, in loc. 
the mony, *'twas in his own power to diſpoſe of it, but when he <a S- 1, 4>- 
had devoted the whole money to the free uſe and benefit of the x rw = 
Church, to bediſtribnred by the Apoftles, for him then, to keep NaMIA5 op 5 4- 
back part of it,and to lay down the refidue 88 the whole , and to phirs in cox «- © 
confirm it to be the whole with a wilful lye, for this the Apoſtle !1uEculeſse mor- 
ſharply reproved him, for _— he rempted God, and lyed to _—_— 4 4 
the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore God made bim a ſpe&acle of di- poſto pen of- 
vine vengeance for his detaining the truth in unrighreouſnels, ſe; oftenderetus 
and for his Sacriledge, for ſuch a ſinthereisunder the Goſpel , » & quem mag- 
as well as there was under the Law, whichis theftin- the higheft 7mpeccatumr 
degree,whieh St, Auſtin comparcs to Fudes treachery , o for it 1 1994 oblts 


be be accounted 2 Thief chat ſteals goods from a private man,how or tank 


much more is a ſacrilegious perſon a th ef, who dares to teal from bererur,monſiras 
God and his Church, 2 «i aliquid de E celefia. furgtur Pure leur & carry 
perdito conparatur : He which ſteals from the Church is to be ***9 bujus 
compared with curſed fuds , p the Heathens abhord this ſin; prope 
therefore we read that Zoſeph when in-the Famine in Z yypt, be Mircb. Sar. 
bought with Cornall the Land of the Egypriaxs, yet the Land Soipe.\ 

of the Prieſtshe —_ not,for they had a portion aſfigred them | 
of Pharaeb, nor foldthey their Land; q whence Treoduris faith, P. 2, 
if wicked men ſo much reverenced thoſe ' gods which were not p. = 
gods , ſo rhat their Priefts Lands given to them for the Worſhip q Gen.47. 2. * 
of thoſe gods, were nor ſold nor taken fromthew, what impiety ; 


do thoſe commit ander the Gofpel, who will not ſuffer 


the Mi - 
F 


" 


(8) 


+ Theoder.queſt, Piers of tie living God to enjoy this liberty, » that ſo his ſer- 
in Gen: cap. Vicemay be preſerved,and continue with them: ? 
27. The Heathen to preſerve their gifts devoted, from the hands of 
prop-ane ſacrilegious perſons, engraved on them theſe words, / 
s Valcriusmix. Sunt bona Derm, ad b:'c ue quis manum admoliretur, s und 
lib. 1.6ap. 22 the jews calld their devoted things choſen, in Greek Ardiuara 
e Levir, 27.28, t wilhing and judging them accurſed , that turnd them to any 
Luke 21.5 otheruſe than to that they were devoted unto ; and ſo amongſt 
% TWO NY)" us Chriſtians , the moſt of the Lands in this 1{land they were gi- 
. 63 #r1xidug Yeato God and the Chute", with an execration' on thoſe t6 be 
23A; x34 aya- (eparated from Chrilt , and given to the Devil, that ſhould alter 
0:29: x467- them,or employ them to any other uſe than by the Donors, they 
[AT &4, were at fi:{t devoted unto, which in general was the ſervice of 
Gol, ( although many in the times of Popery faild in the ſuper- 
ſtitious obſervingand requiring ef many things which might have 
been Reformed, and the decealed devour perions wills been ob+ 
ſcrved inviolably inthe genera, though not in that ſpecifical ſer- 
vice required, *Twas ſo high a. crime in che eyes of thoſe that 
ſaw only by the light of nature that the Areopegit condemned 
ueEliam:Hiſt: eAf1ians boy for this fin. «God a!moſt miraculouſly killd King 


lib" 5 cap: 16. Knfus w by an Arrow ſhot by Sit Walter Tirrel ata Deer; He 


Var: Hiſf- | was wont co call that got from the Church ſweet- bread , but ir 
w »ee Hoy- 


woods Hiftory PrOved bi:ter to him at the laſt, when he was (l:in in his ſports 
of the d:ath of in the new Forreſt, which for his pleaſure he had made , thereby 
King Rufm. depriving ſeventeen Churches of their Revenues , and the Mini- 
ſte:s of the Charches,and alſo the people of dwellings, depopu- 
lating thoſe Pariſhes, God had-warned him x that it was ſnare 
to devour that which was holy,and aftec vows ro make enquiry. 
He had at that time alſo in his hand three gre-t Biſhopricks , viz. 
vans Canterbury, Wincheſter, Sarum,and twelve Abbies in Farm , his 

o ce - P:r Brothers Senalſo was ſlain there. y ; 
page 171, and Idolaters of old conferred Lands and Riches,yea much of their 
princed 16109. Goods on their Idols ſervice,andPrieſts,witneſle theſe Sctiptares 
THz? 2 ardchewiſeſt of them were afraid for fear of death to commit 
_ -_ . Sacriledge, or to take away any Lands or Goods devoted to 
\s, 19 >” theirgods, ſuch they repated Atheiſts , 4 as Dionyſius Senior, 
e Valcr Max. Nero, Fulian, the Apoſtate,and others, and the living God to 
lib: 1,cap. 2 ſhew his deteſtationof his Sin, hath accordingly plagued the ſame 
As Swanusthe firſt Dan:ſo King in England that waſted and ſpoi 
led the Landof St, Edmond , devoted to Gods ſervice ; _ 
: þ. | | 


x Prov:20 v. 


| Yafter, aith Fox;; he died fuddetils ing and yelling among his” 
Knights; ſome ſay he wis ftric bon rich the  conor | of Rn Ed- 
mend, of which he died the third day, 5 which cauſed his Son Ca* 5 Fox ut ſupra 
ds Noni after his deatb;rto grant them their Freedom and Liberties, page 1 _—_ 
' Yandco cnlarg their Pofteſſions, building a Church and Abby 
m_ aftec which it was uſed that the Kings of England, when 
they were Crowned, ſent rheir Crownfor an Offering to St.E4- 
oft words (hrine, and after redeemed the ſame at 'n dearrate. 'c J# & Forut ſupra, | 
liens Uncle, & Felix the Kings Treaſurer, who took d away the Page 146. | 
Silver and Gold Conſtantine had Dedicated,” by fearful Plagues 47 bod Eccleſ- 
© Þ periſhed ;, the one Vomited ar hismouth his Ordour till be died; 147” ©7'* 
ley | andthe other, Blood, Many yer alas intheſe Iron dayes which 
of | arewixt with Clay, e without fear or ſhame, have artempted to c Dan.2.43 
devour things'Conſecrated, and have effeRed wickeddevices as 
the P/almiſt faith : f but they have been cut off, and are nor 
whatthey ml Do but diligently confider, ( there ) where ont 
ſor. | their place ſtood, and they are not, T' mean the ParBowene that 
| firſt (old che Biſhops Lands, and thoſe after them that fold the g Joſh.7 
1ed | Peanand Chapters Lands ;; and"'what may" be the end of thoſe * 5* thc Res 
ing that have bought theſe, and retain theſe to their own uſe, withour —————_ 
142 | Repentance, may be Tonjeftured by whar hapned to HENRY Dy ge eee 
the Eighth - ' and bis Favoutite, the 'Edtle of BSS.E X-*+, vdje 
»rts | Who ſold andJictated the Land and Revenues of the Mona- i Matg.8,g, 
eby ſtries ; they Were eur oF, "and-rhoiy Poſtevity'is not known/3% 12- * 
in; | Anderuly I think, this was not theleaft fintharſtuck roo, and oben ew 
_& devoured like the By es feathers; the Crown Land. Gods Re- 5; nies 
venues wrung from him by violence, ot'ftoln away under any Ln Ang 
ſpecious pretence, proving like the'Gold of The/d»ſe, that prejy- ©##t 32m 4 
viz. | diced ſtill the owners of ir,” or'fike! Heans Wedpe -( which was =tannen 
bis indeed devoted Gold ) that kindle&zfire oxrhimſelf, tis Family; ” _— 
and the xelt of his goods, which prov'd bis utter deſtruction centiam wo 
And yet though divine vengeance fleepeth 'not, \nor ſparethit « tibu quall/im- 
ares} &<ateſt Delinquentsip this fin,” yeeſuch hack been the prophane- © 
neſxand Arbeiſmafſome, the igyorance and blind zeqtbfiathers, 77; 7 
ro Peritiap ro hyvgall the Chi'ches Revennesdold, a@@tpthaves 777 rrthes ©) 
Law confirfagd forche tokingeway of Tyches, &. andfomb orher Lis fab for 
cormpettot'Maintenwmee to; be feele in eu of it. Butwharisehis evilegion is 
buc 85 if-men under pretepe of Liberty, ſhould defire Property ©97i"4bile ve 
£ whoa) _ and tacit my be lawful for any mantofteaMgy;” Conus > 
__ is Neighbor, nag;froue ie Ondy( under prtence of given leon pre, © 


"Wit —_ 39: their/1 ythes: - » Yeu, this ſeerts toibe ® poſitive law of God; 
\'l' Gem. 24, 20, $/YE0 PN60 Adims Sons ftom the beginning , forBdth Cain and 
''| & 30124, 22, - ofbch brought. their; Oblations. o and- firſt Fruits of the Corn, 


fi 4 \ Rs 3" fir} City-on.this ſfiderfordos, which the /ſraclares took 1n Canan 


| 4J96.6,27; 20 Troawtpoof the Lord; / q:yes, he was {o cafeful for bigowrr 
Wh 39. nortidn, thi dches having takenofithe devored thing byſteakh, 
| and diflembliog it, hiding the 200 ſherkles of Silver, and the 
j Wedge of Goldin bis Tent: under che Earth," Hat God-is diſ- 


Al pleaſed with all //7ael for it,and would not go forch with their 


Armies uncil this accurſed thing, with' Feben'and his Family were 


——— —— — _—— 


Lo - mes. owl. av erate re ene 


- 


is Gods' ape, ' ſet his Childcen-and ſeryants abeur'this Work of 
old.” You know what honour and means the Pcir (ts of the Egypro- 
an/had in Joſephs dayts,-inſombich that a Prieſt and Prince of ſ The Sepruag; 
On-are words Synonomous: Fs One man in thoſe dayes enjoy- tranſlares i, 

ing both Offices, as Melchizedec was King of Seem, and Prieſt Pricft of Helis 


of the moſt High God, » For among the Egyptians,Prieſts. were ap rt, 
Ting/} learned men,and DoRors #*;*.., +. _...ucets, # though 3crr 's Prince 


ﬀer- | Þere heſeems to be the cnicf Prieſtamongſt them who was thenext of jt; perhaps 
at-is | inhonour to their King; for to this Heliepolis, or City of the he was both, as 
Sux, the peopleuſed to reſort oncea. year to do honour pnto the bee way 
and, Y Su by Sacrifice. » The Magi alſo among the Perfeans and or  wtr—yy 
de..  Cha/2c4»;' had 'firtle leſs hononr or maintenance, ,x Amongft FF Annot. 
bi the Grecks theyufed to'Sacrifice the Fruits of the Earth, »y $0 in Gen.4r, 

| Nwma, thefatnous Law-giver, ordainedthelike amongſt the Ro. * ©<n-14-18. 
ich= © 1942; 2 and the lice was for their offering of Beaſt, and paying = I_a 
cri | *f Tyrhes. The Priefty of Bag/ had Coprtly Provifion and At. » Herod. jn 
\ef- £ <<ndants af Zezabels table :- 2 "And without queſtion pole Euterpe., 
ve; I Prieſts of f eroboams making, 'who waited on the ſervice of the.* b ain. "5 
was | 1dols at Dan and Bethel, , tad the Lyenes belonging to Gods? A143 
1g- Prieſts given chem, and other-r'ch\Offering beſides, ocherwiſe A —_—_— 
nd | fhcy would not haye fo eagetly have coveted chat Office »s they See the Law of 
pe: did, 6b which God calls their Hires & they gave when they com. the x2. Tables, 
aid } pitted Spiritual Adultery, Thee ihenjans, alſo, as | ſhexed be. 2* RWg: ime 
2d; ff fore, ſeparated the Tythes for theig IdoF-ſervice. 4 So did the **#: 

nd  Latins to Hercwles : e nor did theDewils,whom they worſhiped, {, ing, 10, 
ro, 3 binder his ſervantsinthis ſervice, bur moved them to it, and com- F King. 13. 
be ff mended chem when they weremoſt laviſh therein, and then gave 33. © 

iv N their Anſwers, when they would not before, as in the Lacouscn © Micah 2:75 
he {| 7Hecatombs :. and in Creſus and Zulian Gifts and Sacrifices, before I - 
1 | ©<y fought with their Egemies, "both which the Devil deceived e Fane A 


ce mw wr bas rates: | | de [acerd. Ma- 
d. _ 7306 no marvel Satan approved of theſe Ty thes and Offerings : 9b (arurn, lib, 
"a Sith that hereby God .is wronged of his , be, and his po_— 3. (4þ,12. 

lis l givento his Enemy, and his ki here Was advanced, kis 


I orſh-p maintai»'d, and mens ſouls deſtroyed; Foras 
%, by paymene of their Tythes hd Ins oem abe gully 
ſ. | *ba»kfulnck to God, (.che payment of theſe being a token of 
T ſubjeRion ) f and a grateful confeſſion that *twas Gods bleſſing fHcb.7.4,5 6 
e | P*dethem fruitful, and gave them that ercteaſe, .by which they 7» "2, 
honored God, and maintain'd 0 Miniſters and Worſhip. So 

2 


1dolaters 


The giving of Idolaters by the payment of their rythes to the Idolatrons Prieſls 
+ the Tenth Beaft | 


as the Brittons of old did to their Flaminy, thereby they _— 
ro the Lord was ledged Satan their Lord, who is therefore ca'led the ( _ 
a a4 this world, gave thanks to him, honored him, and maintai 
_ bedi- his ſervice; and therefore Satan could not endure that men 
peg SubjeRt- ſhould pay their Tythes to Gods Prieſts and MS, goons: 
on, andthank- 4. 4. Lew,nor Goſpel, g well-knowing that SAC q tp 
ray OR the root of Religion, and of the true Worlhip . 
Nin) ry Gi and therefore as of old, ſo now he, tempts men to it, ( mongh 
a. that the now morecraftily ) under the ſpecious pretence of Piety, [ anc 
inningofall 4,1, -h by with-holdi theſe, they ſtarve and kill Chri(ts Mini- 
pagan 6 ters] "ot ming (as the phariſees jj old ) think herein they o 
f — 4 good (cryice, whenindeed by tt AO Oy Fear oo and 
rom, Voſs _ 745 eries, 'ciS Know a : 
eng ky ” Mia Popery, by mol+:—=a to deſtroy Learning _ Ys 
SE ry arg pobY 
der & _ came to pals in 1/rael before Aedeprlabe: Grooks " -_ = » 
els, Lo Portions. 0 the VIFe, 
——_—_— oy Cathorach tek Lands, Gleabs, Fields were not qt 
of the Trees & 1,4 ot, for thither they retired Tor ag b 10 T faves A Refor- 
i - Crived ) the reaſon i Aol and Miniſters is now iN 4- 
— - ton of Go _- 
men that Gods Marion and purgation Do end arher ſuperſtitious dregs) 
a a p cnlous 27 why" hed of Chriſt, and their vacayiag mama = % 
oO S a Yogi ang Autor nyny oor fo re Tf -rparg pens 
Gro ind. Ain 7 let rm opanr..x | aint with a bicter Interro- 
Exjeſ.n Levi __ o—_— y Ph nekrng: | Fi "2þ thou commit wares, ? 
_ gaci0n, 7how the 's turt rthrow not only the 
. | Il ſerve well his turn to ove 7: 
4. beganeonmaon, br allo the profeſſed Prone Rego 
_— amongſtus, chat ſo he may hereby ma rs eas Miles. 
. hey "$4 deſtroyers of our Religion; for by this bw peer "ny ns 
_— try wi decome 5 rc ad ſo there will not be fo 
Neher.1}. ' rovide, or time to ſtudy, an . 
þ , 3 B.:oks to (ach as * 7 Latimer, Cranmer, Wills, Fox, 
10,1 4< Ridley, Latime j 
pep, mt) Oe to convince the gain-ſayers Sou nd fophi nh. 
AY cher by Diſpute, or Dying, ——_ oy "_— tens, Pele 
__ Ike We hes and Foxcs this age bath 
$i4ns,, N:ſtorians, and ſuch lke Lobo tae bob e- —— 


— 712) — 
produced, whilſt the pollen reins of Diſcipline have hang looſe. 
This was the old plot he ſet ?u/53an the Apoſtate about, te ex- 
rirpate the Name and Faith of Chriſtianity , whilſt hehindred 
dil. Chriſtians from training up their Children in Schools of Learning, 1 Theod:4.3.c.7 * 
nfl 7and 'rwas Pharoabs defign to keep them poor, and over-burden in his Eccleſ.H, 
rt them with work, that ſo they mighe not hearken to CMoſes Meſ m 20d, 5.6,72 
ith ſage, but refaſe Gods ſervice, as they did ſome of them m.  Al- 227 
2 ſo the Princes of Afidias had ſuch a diviliſh intention, that they men's Sermon 
hf mightkeep 1/:/in ſubjcRion, and ſubvert the true Religion that beforerhe houſe 
d was amongſt them, and ſo bring them over to their Idolatry, 9f Parliamenc. 
i- » viz. by taking away the Levites Cities and Lands inthe Land * Pi2\$3-13 
oll of Caxaay which the Eleven Tribes bad given « by Gods ap", 

di pointment p unto the Levites, for fo the Levites and Prictts * 
- | houſes are called, The houſes of God, which they reſolved to take 
', 8 into theirpoſſeſſion, ( there being no houſes'of God built till So- 
th y7/omonstime) which proved both a ſnare and ruineto them all : 


umb.33 2 


nj on ſuch facrilegious perſons for the fature whom he calls Gods r Pal. 83. 2,5, 
ry cnemics, for hey had, 


dayes :.2/Sam.21.1,24 
Sit did 
an 


_ _ — _ =_ _ 


© 14) | PIO 
x 1/t ſufr 1 on Tſrarl for this fin: x And if the Gle:bs given tomaimain'Gods 


| 7Mar-b-19. 19 ſervice in this Ile, mv not be alienated from God, nor. with- 
| 7 See Mr. Pryns held from by1s Miniſtcts ,7hom be hath appointed to receive them, 


' Goſpel-Plez then-much leſs mzy the Tyrthes of Grounds, Trees, Cattel, be - 


for Ty hes fnatch'd from them without injuſtice, if not ſacriledge, - y they 
a _—_ 15 beingtheirs who are trueand lawful Miniſters of Chriſt ; and ac- 
—_ _ =_ * cordifigly execute their Office by as good Law of the Land as ary 
men, yer If ir Man holds his Free-hold or 1nheritance in this Land, Which were 
be confirmed confirmedto them by Magna ( harta of Hemry the Firlt, King 
by the Seal -and Zohy, and Henry the Third, and 37 times fince by Aﬀts of Pariia- 


Death of 'the . , ., 
Tilddir, ths ment;and Ordinances, = and many-timcs long before, as hath 


man” difannu}.. deer ſhewved ; they being moſt of them the Gifts and Legacies of - 


leth or addeth devout Saints deceaſed, and given, with- direfol imprecations on 
thereumo, ſth who ſhould alter theic Wills, whoſe Teſtament ca 1not be 
_ rar ot revoked without injuſtice, a Ultima voluntas tft wire legs, ſic 
—_ wry. yo» jus conſulti : no reaſonable men will do it, cither deſpiſe it, 
jure. Lutheri 1eje& it, or make it void, or adde to it, as Theophilatt renders it; 
Comment in loc b thetefore 'whoſoever doth attempt or «fit, ſhews himſelf 


b enlNams- ynreaſontble. 


_— And it it be oppreſſioh, injuſtice, and theft, for any perſons 
=p arder heaven, to'make a Law to take away the Free-hold and In- 


Gal.z.1t5 FHeritance of an innocent man, ot to difanul and alterthe Teſta. 
ment of a Pivus man deceaſed, who before he died bequeath'd 
his Lands and Goods to whom he pleafed ; then certainly the ſin 
is aggravated in any perſons that ſhall eſtabliſh iniquity by a 
Law, to take away the Tythes, Gleabs, and Lands given'to God, 
which were the Gifts and Legacics of holy men devoted to Go1 

« Alnſw Annoe, {97 the maintenance of his ſervice and Miniſters out of x zeal to 

0n Levlt, 27. 1, Gods g'ory, ' being moved thereunto by'the Spirit of God, © or 

The Lord con- to deprive the Miniſters of their Free-hold and Inherirances, 

clud.s this law which not only by Gods Law, bur by ſo many Laws and ARts of 

rouching Vos Þ,rliamencby onr Anceſtors through amny ages is confirmed un- 
ort-yaug +2, tothem: And choughit be objeRed, That many of theſe T.ands 
bis people were given for Saperſtitious Uſes, ns to ſay Miffe, Pray for the 
ſhouid honour De:d,&c, To this I Anfwer, That 'tis not lawful to employ 
him withot theſe to thoſe Sup: rſtitious ends which perhaps the Teſtators ia 

m % oz} hoſe blindtimes of Popery , feduced by Antichriſts Miniſters, 

meu worklia of allotted them for : Yet the main Intention of cheſe Zealous per- 

his Spirltin ſons is 1o be reſpeRed, which was Gods glory, and the mainte- 
them, nance of Gods ſervice, and Miniſters: For the Abuſe - any 

_ thing, 


_ A £m 5 pdt om ws «4, ws C1 


bing; takevnoteway the right bb: of it : nor the' abefraticn 4 Numb. 16, 
a ſome circi mſtance make the Deſign fr rate. . The cedfors 37, 3%:39- 
f Chorah,” Dathan, and Abiram, and 1 cir company, were to ipru = 
ze taken up out'of the burning, becauſe «hey were hallowed, becauſerhey had 
i chowgh now ill employed, and turned afterward to an holy made them for 
Uſe; even for broad Platcs to cover the Alter. Many Gifts and veilcis.to min» 
'Denarhenes of the Temple which had been confer*d on it, though #7 uMto God 
»y diſobedientand ſuperſticious Perfons as Chriſt intimates e tor 2722) 49% 
U ends, yet Chriſt chough he condemnes the fin, and reprehenQs + Maw 4.5. 
:he perſons offending, never- gave any order for the felling of forthey are cal- 
:hoſe Gifts, or convercing them to another Ufe, for they Were 1** 4naibemuas 
ily ; as were the Gifts given by eAraxerxes and his. Coun- LEGS * ; 
tors flong before; The veſſels of the Temple which Nebuchad {no 6+ 
::4z2r brought forth out- of 7erw/alem, and put them in the giveato God 
wen you, yo Bilfhazzar alſo abuſed to Idolarry = oa 
ind Excels, 7 are by {yr reſtcred h and catnied up to. ?ers/a- ers, Kev.27.9 
ley by ma Toby and were brought rh, 1 1 hole Ly; : ens X 
zyery one of them in his place. 5 Darin allo pave great Gifts 5, 2a 
ind Maintenance for the Service of God and his Miniſters, al. 5 Ezra 6. 5 
-hotigh he were a Hezthen Prince, and fail'd in the circumſtance, 
giving the ſame not for Gods glory, and in Faith of Chriſt cypifi- 
:d in thoſe Sacrifices, nor for the obtaining pardon of hiefins k Ex.6.00,, 12 
:hereby, bot rather out of 'ferv:le fear of Gods Judgments, or | In Simon, ang 
(elf-love, for the preſervation of his life and his Childcen, & yer 192% & An- 
:his being given with a direful Execration, the fame fell on joe" Meme: 
:hoſe that took away theſe Gifts, as on Zaſon, Anticcnus, Mene. = — 
'aui, Apollonins, and others, who took the holy veſſels with pol- vide Raw|.hiſt, 
uted tiands, and with prophane lunds putted down the thzngs lib 5 < 5. 
that were dedicated by other Kings th the 20gm-ncation, and glo- * Mc 5.15, & 
ry, & honor of the place 1, theſe Anticchns gave away, and be Br 
:bok out of the Temple no leſs than one thauſand andeight hun- 2 , Mac vom 6, 
dred Talents, for which ſhortly after che Lord ſmo:e him ſo that 7: & ad 
he.died miſerably. / Now &s itwit Tawful for thoſe under the law [2 > Mac.z ch. 
by Vows, or Gifts, ro Confecrite and Devore perſons Money, © + Av 
onſcs, avd Lands to Gods ſervice, and the maintenance of the nt par | 
Prieſts and Levites,. and 'no'evored thing was to be (old, of .re- 29. OPT 
deemed, but was moſt holy untott;e Lord ; #» Solfo under the Rong. 2. 1 
Gofpelit was Propbe fied, That th. godly ſhould anathematize, 1Micah 4.13, 
or devote with a Curſe their 'ubitarce and dcfireable things _—_ Pe 16-8 
» unto the Church for the Maintenance of the Miniſters. Rev 21 24 


acd 


r6 | | 
o AQs 2.45. & poor Saints therein, which b% ” fat was performed o by th 
+3 #3435 Gentiles. | 
' Sh & , ro", To Conclade, The Apoſtle gives the Reaſons of it, proviny 
39. theſe Gifts, Offerings, and Devoted things belongedto the Mi 
Rom.t 5-26 niſters by way of Debt and Duty, p for if the people havedee: 
_—b 1. & made partakers of their ſpirituz] things, their duty alſo isto Mi 
"m 15-77 niſter unto them in carnalthings; therefore ſaith he by way c 
q Gal..6 command, q Let him that is taught in the Word, communicate 
,*- him that teacheth him in every good thing ; or as in the Origina! 
Et inal geodthings which they enjoy, Now how can this be done 
without communicating a part of all they poſſeſs unto them , a 
Chriſt commands his Diſciples ro do, viz, Give alms of alt tha 
Je peſſeſſe, or of [ſuch things as you have, r and then behold all thing 
are clean unto you. Almesthey are, in regard of the Poor tha 
enjoy them; and Debts and Honour, in regard of the Miniſter 
that deſerve them, and of God who requires them, who ac 
counts himſelf paid and honored, when they are duly and.cral 
given to his Embaſſadors, Now what part was that under th 
aw buc thetenth? And under the Goſpel it muſt needs be : 
large a part aS it was under the Law, according to Chriſts Ordi 
ſ : Cor. 9. 13, nance; s For ſo hath the Lord ordained, = they = Op 
rus the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, as they that waitea at the Al 
Mp of Fs tar, dillivef the eric which, 6g, as, is of equality,not ſimi 
ed equalitatis, litude, 
Therefore I cannot ſee how either Chriftians can obey ths O! 
dinance of Chriſt, or pay their Debt, or fhew their Duty, ur 
leſs they pay their Tythes, or what is equal therevnto : For 't 
not a pecuniary Stipend ſhort of the Tenth, nor an Alms give 
half worth the Tenth, that will pay the Debt, or perform tl 
Duty, much leſs obey Ch1iſts Ordinance whichis made in Juſtic 
and Truth to continue to the end of the wo:ld, Thoſe P:iel 
8 zChron.z 1.5, that ſerved at the Altar, lived partly by Oblations , free-wi 
_— Offerings, and Sacrifices, and by Devoted things, and Tyth: 
u Levit 6.26. \ +:ich were brought into Gods houſe to feed them, and ſo the 
Na es ae faid tolive of it, # although they had Eſtates, and Houle 
Joſh.21.4 &c. and Cities of cheirown, as.its plain « by Gods command a 
Numb.35.2 | [6t:ed them for a part of their livelihoods: The equity of whic 
— ww af Law, ſaith holy Ainſworth, who was no friend geither to-Þ 
4 4fiw Anno: ſhops,nor Tythes, both for honoring the Lord with our ſubſtan 


in,N1mb.35.1.-9 and for maintaining of his Minifters, 1s perpetual, Th 0 
DN 10 | ; 


eLuken1,41 


| Tiy) - . ; TY 

by the aking of the Church ander the Goſpe *4ccordinp'to' theſe le- x Ezek.45-r; | 
\_-- Jl figures, x he faith, hen ye ſhall divide the-Land by inberi. +: 5,&c. & 48: 
4 "A ce, ye ſhall off cr an Oblation unto the Lord, an holy. portion of the pr 

= and, &c, which ſpall be for the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the San« 1,10, 'orce 
R Mi Hary, who ſhall come neer to miniſter unto the Lord ; and it foall givenas a pore 
cap Þ place for their houſes, &c. For ſo hath the Lord ordained, that clon to Goo, 
v8y OYey which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of it, viz.. By thoſe _ not be 
are Stuntary Ales and Offrings which the peopleſhould give them, ,,,+1,ofe? 
y 5a d by the Tythes they ſhould pay to them, although they have a1jenaed by 
| Onev1-abs and Houſes of their ownto live in. The Miniſters are to the Pricſts 
Mm, UWve 2s free, bountiful, and certain Means to maintain them for themſelves, A 
thingh<acbing of the Goſpel, as the Prieſts had that ſerved at the Altar — —_ 
_ _ Þr their attendance thereon: Chriſt afforded food and rayment a Pot 
niſterPfficient to his Apoſtles when he ſent them to preach, and there- ſpel Plea, p.98. 
Sa "core would not have them to provide before hand for things ne- y Mar. 10.9, 10, 
1 neflar , y andgives areaſon grounded in equity for it, becauſe paves. 
Jer thg"< labourer, is worthy of his meat, or of bis hire, as St, Zuke ſtiles 7760s w_—_ 


; be af» ®! reward asthe word fignifies : Intimating that as *cis op» 


W 
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erTin.s.t? Notis the 
F Prov:3.9,10 by the name of Honour, e becauſe Chriſtians honour both God 


Divitth 1081 ng- WER" . 
3» 1+ +, and them in giving and paying the ame. f Honowr the Lord 
— plowing with thy Rithes, and With the firſt Fruits of all thy encreaſe z To 


num & ejuſmo- Which Duty is annexed a large Promiſe of temporal and ſpiritual 
di, Erfecundo good things : g For as Tenants honor their [,ords and Stewards 


; naturalibus q4%5 they ſend, in paying their Rents and Tributes due, ſo do theſe 


wp nd honour God and his Stewards, in paying that which he requires 


in locum, - Of them, and isdueto him, and to be paid tothem : for their 
Mar.21,34, meat ſhould be ſo largly provided for them, that they ſhonld noe 


- - — have only ſufficient to provide for themſelves and Families as had 


- \Althougkche *<Prieſts of old, ( negleRing which, they ſhould be worſe than 


Peels fe ſo Infidels ) þ but they ſhouldalſo have to entertain ſtrangers, and 


' xich and ho-. tobe Hoſpitable to thoſe that viſit them : and therefore its a Go- 


Norable thar ſpel-Precept given to them, which I find was not given to the 
oy ve yr Prieſts underthe Law, That they be lowers of hoſpitality. i To con- 
P Tirk, "5 clude, if Souldiers are worthy of their pay, ( which God forbid 
IRom.15,279 any ſhould deny to ſuch as are faithful and good ) if Tradeſmen 
w1Corgr that truck or merchandize are to have money or an equal value 
wg of other Commodities from thoſe they trade withal : if Shep- 
—_ ns oo herds are to be paid for keeping their Sheep z thenalſo ought the 
dfaceres Miniſters of the Goſpel to be paid, who ate Chriſts Souldiers, 
quod fa P 
oftendit, 2 come and commanded to endure hardneſs, k attending only and 
M2:%,qumy wholly on this Warfare, *Tis fit theſe ſpiritual Merchants that 
_ __y communicate to men the heavenly treaſure of the Goſpel, ſhonld. 
3 un receive atleaſt earthly things for it; for if their Auditors have 
fruffibus 1aho» been made partakers of their ſpiritual things, the Apoſtle ſaith, 
rum & Paſtores *tis their Auditors duty to miniſter to them in carnal things, 


Suigregh pro. / *tis fit theſe ſpiritual Shepherds ſhou!d be liberally fed and 


| Brzzin ta Clothed bythe Flocks they feed, as the ſame Apoſtle proves m 


f:om equity, Es 

And indeed without this the Miniſters cannot in humane judge 

z Tic.2.15. & ment ſo well rebuke with all Anthority as they ought, » nor 
y Os '1. perform their Office of giving themſelves alwayes to Prayer and 
p dbenad.e2 Preaching as the Apoſtles did. o *Tis too well known by expe- 
P:ov.18.23. & rierice, That the poorer ſort of the-Miniſt y are deſpiſed, even by 
Eccleſt9.15.&, thoſe that profeſs Godlineſs, how much more will prophane men 
Ja=c3 3.2,3 contemne them? poor men and their counſel are alwayes lightly 
eſteemed. p But aliberal maintenance as it will cauſe their per- 


ſons to be reverenced, ſo alſo will their Dotrine by the "_ 


ir hire to be (mall, but honourable; and therefore tiled 


p—_— - —y a—_— q Fr 


. 


Sag rears, ©7F. 43A 
beſooner hezrknedunto, and rhey themſelves be freed from thoſe 
remptations Which uſually accompany poverty, as of flattery, 
time-ſerving, menepleaſing ; yea, and wrenching the Scriptures q Jude 11, & 
for their own profit, as moſt of the poor Vicars and Curats in 15 & 2 Pet.z. 
the late Biſhops times did, and at this day moſt of your poor * , Wd 
Friars and Monks do, And this generally did the inferior Clergy ,,,; ,4;#uru 
of old, as whenthe Arias Herelle prevailed, they turn'd Arian, 1freclich vene- 
and ſo did they who lived in Queen Maries dayes ; as did Bala- 14 Balamm, 112 
am of old, and thoſe Sr. ?#de ipeaks of, that run greedily after 7! & 444/15 
his Errour 4 for reward; having mens perſons in admiration be- 5/0 Fr4rtt” 
cauſe of advantage, for they changed themſelves and their pe0- wats. Gagneue 
ples opinions according to thoſe that were in power,and ſo main- Scoliz in Epiſt. 
tained them ; as too many lately have done from an Argumerit F#42- 
drawn from their Wives-bellies, gnd Childrens-backs, juſt as e- | IV 
roboams Prieſts who were of the loweſt of the people, who-for; , =— _— 
maintenance upheld his Calviſh-worſhip: » And as the Prieſts u gx.18.27.2 
of Baal ſerved at that Idol-ſervice to be fed at Fezbels Table, s For theſe two, 
to prevent Which let them quietly enjoy what is already by Gods %'t mae _ 
and mans Lawes ſettled on them ; and if that be nor ſufficient, g'orys vga ry 
letmoere be added to make it an honorable and bleſſed Mainte» orcee © dignity. 
nance, tkat+ſo they may not ( as thoſe of old ) ſophiſticate a$ Honor inward= 
huckſters the Word of God, but may preach it, as of ſincerity |y inthe hears + 
:sof God, in the fight of God the Goſpel of Chriſt, + Aaron _— UA y- 
and his Sons when they were call'd to the Office of Prieſthood, ly os 
had Garments put onthem of Honor and Glory before the whole ance and car- 
Congregation, that ſo they might be the more reverenced and riage: Their 
obeyed. » And God to honour Eliſha the Prophety, who had 87/mens mate 
been but ſervant to Elias, when he was to ſucceed in his room, mu like =_ 
had not only the-internal Gifts of the Spirit conferred on him, garments of 
( the Spirit of Eliah being redoubled on him) but bad even a greatmen z e- 
Miracle wrought for him, to procure honour ard obedience to Y*y polluted 
him from the reſt, both of the Prophets and People : w Andif — 
this were neceſſary for the Prieſts and Prophets under the La» to - threads and 
procare obedience to their word; how much more ſhould it weak forthe 
be under the Goſpel tothe Miniſters thereof, whoſe minifrati- Candlellicks, 
on is far more glorious, than that under the Law : x That the ,_4 yi 
Miniſters and Prophets ſhould have honour and glory put on —— 
them, which can never be, ſo long as they be poor, mean, and x 2 Cor. 3-11 
- contemptible, as before hath been ſaid ; Therefore that the 
people may 6bey and ſubmit unto them, that ate over them in 


D 3 the 


theTord;, andthzrthe REES. wait for their ſouls, and fo 
be able to give an account of them with joy, and not with prief, 
Which wi 1 be unprofitable for the people, cicher-in their Prayers 
when they give account of. them to God, or at their Hour of 
Death, or. day of Judgment, when they are to give an account 
9 Heb 13 7 of their. Steward-ſhip, if they have nor heen honoured both with 
| Reverence and aintenance, or not obeyed-and ſubmitted ro as 
his Stewards. ». 

All the Apoſtles though Chriſt freely gave them power and a+ 

tas; bility immediately from Heaven to Preach the Goſpel and work 
| Miracles, =.yet had they Hire for their labour ſufficient to 
8. Luke 22.35., Cloath and feed them, and co provideall things needful for them, 
SofeX ſothat they lacked nothing .by their own confeſſions; a -nor 
werethey only to be provided for, but alſo their Wives were to be 

provided for, and maintained at the charge of thoſe they taugh:, 

. this power God gave them.: And St, Pax! challengeth it as be- 
longing to other Miniſters of .the-Goſpel as well as to Peter and 

$3 Cor,g.g thereſt of the Apoſtles: . 4 and thongh he and Barzabas had 
6-2 Cor. 11, 7,9 not made uſe of that power, yet he pleads it: belonged to him; 
d Phil.4.14 and that he took wages of other Churches to do ſeryice to the 


Fgtionem aceeptl Cp urchof Corinth; c for he was ſupplied by the Brethren that 
Trina} you came from CMacedinia, which made that Church of Philipps 
me , receperunt Which thus liberally contributed tothe Apoſtles, to be more ho- 
rationem dati norable than chat of Corinth, d .and this of Corinth to be inferior 


non fecerunt quia rg gether Churches for negleRing this Duty of providing for 


Nor is ſunt them, e for they wanted Fruit-to abound to their account, 


elargit, Gagn, and did not offer that Incenſe which gavean odour of fweet ſme], 
#y4ocumſcol. that Sacrifice which was acceptable and-well pleaſing toGod as 
e 2 Cor. 12.13 the Church of Phi/lipps had done, f. which madethe Apoſtle'St, 
jP -— 2-4 Paxlto rejoyce, and to be encouraged in his Miniſtry, they be. 
dre co & ing his dearly beloved, and long'd for, his joy and crown: 
Prov.3.9.19 And to encourage other Chriſtians to imitate ther, he praiſed 
z-Kings 448 God for this work of his Spirit inthem, forit would redound not 
Haggai 2.19 only ro their ſpiritgal account, and to their eternal happineſs, 
ow 3-1%!* but alſo God ſeeing them faithfully diſtributing his talents, he 
— = would encreaſe theſe temporal bleſſings alſo, ſupplying all theic 
a Cor.g.6 Wants accordingto his Promiſes, 4.bock in the Old and New Te. 
G4l.6.6,7,8-- ſtament, . 
Onthe other ſide, If any perfon or perſons, though never ſo 


great or many, ſhall detain or withedraw,.or fraudulently ip 
ac 


i— 


back any thing Devoted or Conſecrated to his Miniſtery Mmainte- 
nance, they-will bring a Curſe.on themſelves, and all others char 
partake with them in this fin, as its plain in Achays caſe, 5 jt #Jolh.p,25. 
brought a conſuming fre on him, his Sons and Daughters, his 

Oxen and Aſs, his She: p and Tent, an41 all ther he bad; which 

were burned with fire sfrer they hid been ſtoned. - This with o. k AQs 5.5.10 
ther ſins annexed to ic, brough: ſudden death on Ananias and $49. —_ 19,10 
phira, kit brought ſevere Judgments on the whole Nz'ion of, 8:5:9-10 
ſjracl inth2 prophet Atalachy's dayes, 1 eſpecially- on the 1a. Nehem. 13, 29. 
crilegious perſons, 72 Sir Henry Spilman ſheweth at large how * vide Spiiman.- 
God hath wondertully plagued this fin in our fore fxthers dayes, 290 Fla.76.12 
» and of late in the laſt Three Princes Reigns, God who is juſt Fr wings Df 
and holy in his wayes, who is the Fear, cutting off the Spriits of p1;4e, Corned 
Princes, and being certible to the Kings of theearth, 0 deſtroy. of the Church” 
ing utterly the Family of Henry the 8h. that great Tyrant and *f Sarmm, dif- 
Churcherobber, in the Death of Queen Elizabeth, who wast O—_ _ 
firſt that ſold away openly the Revenues of the Church devoted De, & 
to Gods ſervice, changing the Conſecrared Lands for others, with:ter to ratiie the 
divers honourable and | ets Families in this Nation ( only in Sift of the 
this Fat degenerating trom true Piety and Charity.) whoſe Po. Sens: and 
ſterity have fele the ſmare of Gods juſtice, and they inheriting wan "= 
their Fathers ſins with thoſe devoted Lands, and-nor reſtoring theold mans * 


* 


Zewel that great Cham pion of our Religion had made good uſe ) 0t ſuffer him 
unto Sir Walter Rawlgsgh, who was as | an informed by x Reve. ©* ler un- 
rend D. of that Church warn «dtodefit from that enterprize, fore- _ Sud. 
relling him of the ſad ſequel would follow thereon ; but his am. one of the w 
ditious and Covetous Wife over-ſwayed the wiſe man, as Solomons Watters relates: 
Wives did him; - p Butthe Donor lived nottong after, bur loſt **me, 
her life and Crown together, lexving it to a Forraign Prince : and 
though the Gift -was ſweet to thoſe who for a while enjoyed it, 
yetit fall'd the belly with gravel, and raiſed him- ſuch foes, that 
burthen'd him fo heavy, till they brought-him to the block : and 9 Asthe Farls- 
truly divine Vengeance attended all che owners of it ever ſince, a Sommerſer, 
9 and hath not the like fate hapzed tothe Crown, that was ador. * ice Hemy, 


ned with cheſe precious ſtones, which Vere 0N the breſt-plate Brije, 8c. 
% 


OOTY 
F- or ſhoulder of ourPcieſts, viz gandet teriiue b-vts, rhat I ſay nd 
more ; | could tell you ſtrange things : and yer God is my witneſs 
| 1 ſpzak but truth, concerning the alienation of Tythes in the 
place'whereT live, even in the memory of man: A Knight, a 
Nobleman, a Juſtice of the Peace, a Gentleman, and his Widow, 
afrer they were once poſlefſors of them, did all decay in their E- 
ſtates, and died ſome of them ſtrange and unnatural deaths ; I 
necd not particularize in others: no Shire in Z»g/axnd but yields 
plentiful examples; And truly 1 fear the firſt long Parliament 
©. _ahonteelf gl that ſold the Biſhops Lands, and the ſecond that ſold the Dean 
} deem it for 30d Chapters, felt the reward of this fin. The Lord preſerve 
himſelf,vix, his ©h4t to come , from ſelling the Gleabs that is behind, and taking 
ewn private aWay the devoted Tythes, leſt they drink of the fame Cup, for 
! ule, for other. the fins of Sacriledge and injuſtice, But if Tythes which have 
| > rr been devoted and-is moſt holy unto the Lord, be- occaſion of of- 
|! Ladeem it, © fence to tender Conſciences, theſe my be redeemed with money, 
| = I4. 23, ' but he that will do ſo by Gods Law, mult add thereto the value 
25. of them, the fifth part thereof 4 more then they are valued at by 
the Miniſters, which 1 ſuppoſe few will do, as the 1/raelites were 
lex. & ſacer ©2 dounder the Law, For though Chriſtiansare nor obliged to 
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| || raſunt: ſi ergo Prieſts, and Levites ; the Prieſthood ceaſing, the Law is changed 

| ranfertur ſacer withit, 5 as the Apoſtle ſheweth the neceſſity of it: yet ſee- 
j __ ar; ,; ing the Tythes and Gleabs were by our Religious Predeceſſors in 
= nb che Primitive timers devoted to God, and to the maintenance of 
| in loc. his ſervice and Miniſters, asthe Pcimitive Chriſtians in 74dea de- 
jj k A&s 4. 34, voted the Money of their Poſſeſſions and Houſes they ſold k it's 

37-&5-1,2: no more lawful for us ( who do ſucceed in their Land and Houſes, 


| p \gniſ6 ef} who never bought theſe Tythes and Gleabs, nor ever were th:y 


| ripere & quaſ keep back part of the price for which he ſold his Poſſeſſion : And 
| effcere _ 44i4- therefore I wiſh that ſuch as have Imp: opriations, and Gleabs,and 
ns Lands formerly devoted, would now tremble at this fearful ex- 
| a, Tir. 2.10, ample, and not expoſe themſelves to Gods wrath, or their Mi- 
fe Ananias & niſters to poverty, or want, by their Uſurpations on them : And 
| Sappkira com therefore letthem with Zachexs either make Reſtitution to the 
| hone Church, or at leaſt allow their Miniſters 8n honorable and ſetled 
craſſext, &c, Maintenance in lieu thereof, otherwiſe they have gone beyond 
| 1x Theſ.q,6 and defrauded their Brother, and God will avengeall ſach, /* = 
; | the 


1 Jotiun juſtitu- Pay Tythes according to that manner and furm as was paid to the | * 


| oz. callide given us by our Anceſtors, or by God immediately ) to with- . 
| quidpiam ſur- hold or retain them, or part of them, than it was for Axan5as to y 
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| WT _ -. 4k 45 
the golden Rule left us all, ke £1 ye would that min ſhould do 
unto yew, the ſame doye unto them ; for this is the Law andthe Pro- 
phets, m Now what Shepherd is it that would not be paid his — 
Wages, and live of his flock ? What Souldier would noc have Heeqy rogers: 
his Pay for himſelf, and his Family, to live comfortably on it? ,,, ,nnibu 
What Tradeſmen is there that would not have exchang of W ares communic. 
or Money for thoſe things he trades in > What Country-manex- 
pes not to reap what he ſoweth ? Or, What Labourer, At- 
courny, School-maſter, would not have Wages and Pay for theic 
work and pains? This is true inall Arts, ManufaRors, Labours, 
Profeſſions ; and Chriſt approves of it, That the Labowrer is wor- 
thy of bis hire : And ſhall only the ſpiritual Hasband-man, the 
ſpiritual Shepherd, Merchant, Builder, Teacher, Souldier, La- 
bourer, have no wages nor reward for his pains, who beſt de- 
ſerves it of all others, it being longer ere they can perform this 


work aright, and it coſting them more charge uſually chan other . 


Works or Profeſſions do, it requiring the moſt able Souls, » for , , cor.z.16, 
who is ſufficient for thoſe things ) it being the moſt difficalt, la- 7i5izz»@., 
borious, and perillous work of all others, as perillous as Soul , , 7; . 
diers, 0 8s labourious as Shepherds or Husband-men, p or as þ2 Cor a & 
Merchants, as the Apoſtle ſheweth: And 'cis as profitable to z Cor.11.2240 
have ſuch ſort of Labourers as any other forall ſorts of perſons ; the 33 verſe, & 
Therefore Chriſt commauds his Diſciples to pray the Lord of the TC 
H.rveſt to ſend forth ſuch Labiurers, q They being neceſſary in rt Hop 3 
an ordinary Way for the converſion and ſalvation of Souls ; Faith y Rom.1.16 & 
coming by Hearing, and the Goſpel preached being Gods poer 19,14,17. ab- 
to the ſalvation of as many as believe: » for ſo it hath ple+ſed {o\vrely necei» 
God in bis wiſdom to diſpoſe of things, that by the fooliſh cls of _ — 
Preaching ( as the world accounts ic ) he will ſave them that (x Cori 21.0 
believe, / Andtheir Calling and Power committed to them is z Theſ.1.1e. 
m@re honourable chan the higheſt Callingsareamongſt men, chey 

being the Conrtiers and meniabServants of the great King of the 

wholecarth, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, who is King of Kings, and 

Lordof Lords, they being all of his privy Counc:l, and Stewards t Fſal.134.1 

of his Myſteries, e co-workers together with God; &@ yea, 1Cor 4.1 

they are all his Embaſſadours ſent in the weighteſt Meffape that ** <95+39 
ever was, wiz; To reconcile men to(God, w being inſtrumen. w2 Cor. 5,20 + 
eal with Chriſt herein, who is.the efficienr, material, and meri- 

torious cauſe thereof, called therefore Saviours, x they being x Obad, ule, 
employed by Godin Chriſts ſtead, and Name, to make knowa 


— 
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**M 
the infinite love of God in fats his Son for to ſave finners,and 
the unſcarchable riches of Chriſt which belongs unto thoſe that 
| receive him, whilſt Chriſt in heaven is employedin his Kegal and 
- Prieſtly Office chiefly,and to prepare Manſions of Glory fyr t 
F 2J0h.17.20, that believe through their word, as Chriſt pray'd for it, 5 
— 4.2,3 aſcended to efteR it, & as onthe Croſs by his Death be had me- 

'* rited the fame: for though they be ſinful men, ſubje& to the 
like paſſions and frailties with others, yet they have heavenly 
q2 Cor4.7 treaſurecontainedin them, q they being ſent ro turn men from 
darkneſs to light, and from. the power of Satan unto God, that 
ſo they may receive remiſſion of their fins, and an inheritance 
among them that are ſanRified by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, » they 
#AQs:26.13 arecalled Angels for their power and honour, / and can do 
ſRev.1. more with their Keyes than the greateſt Kings of the earth with 
their Swords, for they only can cut off men from the earth, and 
fMar.10,28 deſtroy the body, + but theſe can exclude men from heaven, 
@ 1 Tim, 1.ult, and deliver their Souls over to Satan; « which even Theodoforus 
w Theod.hilt. the Emperour confeſt when he was Excommunicated by St. Am- 
—— - pod agar broſe; Ww And St. Paw! exercis'd upon Hyminex and elex- 
modo ad Tem. 4#4er that they might learn not to blaſpheme, As the Prieſts pro- 
pho verum e- nouncing aperſon unclean, the people were to put him out of the 
F F*ianadCelm Congregation: x So the Minilters of Chriſt pronouncing a per- 
4 —_ ſon unclean, the Congregation is to put away from their Society 
percluſm > {ach x perſon 7 till the Miniſter doth Abſolve him. & Ina 
wa Tim.r, 56 word, Chriſt ſpeaks with cheir tongues from Heaven, &@ they are 
F >xNumb.s.z placed by Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt to feed the flock Chriſt hath 
| JLCor.5-3:4, purchaſed with his bloud, &þ they are Rulers of the Churches, 
| <4 c and theglory of Chriſt, d Now if their Calling be more la» 
72 horious and perilous, more profitable and honourable than all 
«He.12.25 other Profeſſions, Offices, and Callings, there is no reaſon no 


| bARs:0.:23 Conſcience but that their Perſons ſhouli be Reverenced, the 


eHeb.13.7 Wapes and Maintenance ſhould be roportionable in ſome ſort 
a thereunto, that ſo their Do@rine may be eſteemed , and they 
A Biſhop or fhemſclves may have ſufficiency both to keep Hoſpitality (which 
Elder ought to they of all others are obliged todo) e for they are to belovers 
be £122 Ewey x of Hoſpitality and of good men ) and to buy Books, Food, and 
vndzale. Cloathing for themſelves, and their Families, by which means 
| they way be the better able to perform well their Callings, and 
with the morejoy and chearfulneſs endure their perils and harde 
ſhip, and may with the more gravity, reverence, and — 
,an 
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and ſucceſspreach the Word, and adminiſter the Sacraments and fMa 19 
Cenſures of the Church, to the glory of God and honour of our oY Projhetan 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt who hach ſent chem, and co the greater benefic [#4 {18i-ate ſu- 
and comfort of his Churrh to whom they are ſent ; laſtly ro the ſtentat,quam vis 
ethgn;) falyation both of the preactiers, and of them that are We h Ro 
taught by chem, who are free and bountiful in giving to themin Paacens 
the name of Prophets, for they ſhall receive the Prophets reward, f19Þbcth pre- 


f# Ma'th.to. For hereby they ſhall be fellow-helpers to the mixns babebis 


truch of God, g and by ſowing theſe temporal things _, 
os" to th 
Spirit, they ſhall of the Spirit reap life tt h TAY F541 me 


Now then fith the Lands, Houſes, Gleabs, and Tythes are rguit £99 
Miniſters of the Goſpel in this Land, by —r>Srnghe, Gife, God fulparee 
having given them to them, by our Anceſtors Wills, who devo. * Pretende- 
ted them, as they were moved by his Spirit, and they being con- — 
ficmed co them, and their ſucceſfours, for ſo many hundreds of nr 
years for ever ; and Ratified by many Parliaments both in the pare novit Deus 
Saxon, Daniſp, and N2rman Kings Reigns: and ſome of them **#'* fecults 
in the Britains dayes When they were Lords of the Land ; And © 107 det 
ſith they have as good ſhewings, Evidences, Charters, Deeds, and bei: gms 
Conveyances, for the quiet and peaceable enjoyment of chem, haberi poteft, 
as any other Perſons have for the enjoyment of their Manors, Pi enim Grad 
HE — or Free-holds. . Cn pro- 
y, Sith they are theirs by the Faw of Na ; um wy 
and by che Conmand and Ocdinance of Cit dethe Gofee! Y 
whoſe Law is irrepealable by man, ( he being Lord paramount ) 
fich they are theirs by che Common, and Civil Liw, which con» 

firms the Wills and Teſtaments of dead men deccaſed,ſirh they are 

the Hire for their Labour, their Wages for their Work,. the bo- ; 

nourdue to them from the people they teach ; I cannot fee how You win of 
any perſon, or perſons on earth ( withour deſtroying Property, £07 v*1/ipelle in- 
ard committing injuſtice and Sacciledge, ca1 ſe!l theſe away from [4ivſum quod 
them, or alienate them to any other prophane, or common uſe an ſacs maleh 
or protibit the people co pay them to thoſe that tech them. we ng 
Hearken what the Apoſtle ſaith, Be not deceived, neither by = ny yaw... 
thine 0xn heart whichisnacurally full of ſelf. love, and adi&.d :o quidemigſe fbi 
covetouſnels ; yea, deceitful above all thinzs, 2nd deſperately abunde nos 
wicked, 5 norby orhers, who for (clf incereſts, or by-erds "nm 
perſwades thee this is no fin, out of Pride prejudi 1 i = © | 
calle or ton as » Prejudice, mal Ce, Ecol in loc, 
YP , or loveof the world ; for God is nor mocked, noc 
wili he be, by carnal reaſons and pretences. Bat look inth's 

E 


particular, 


(26) "EO 
particular, what a man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap. If men will 
impionſly make void the Wills and Laws, not only of men, but 

k Heb.g.77. & of God, they cannot free themſelves from the guilt of prophan. 

Gal.z.11 neſs and Sacriledge, and of more than Pagan ſh injuſtice, asthe 

i wo ter Apoſtle intimates, k& for the Heathen abhor'd to do it to their 

Rage Toon. Prieſts, though they were imploy*d in a falſe Worſhip: And 

portion afſign l ; 

ed them of therefore 7o/eph in Egype duriſt not buy the Pricfts Lands, leſt he 

Pharach,and ſhould have been accuſed of Sacriledge by the Nobility, or Com- 

ſo had ro need minajty / : I have heardit reported of certainty, That when 

to ſelltherh5 a 7#rk;/ Embaſſadour came into Spain, and was by ſome Agents 
mGal.q.14, fromthe Pope,follicited to embrace the Chriſtian Faith : He be. 

15 holding the gallantry of the Spani/> Court, and the rich garments 
and Robes they wore, but withal eſpying the mean Habit of the 
Prieſts, and how contemptible they were whom they ſtiled 
Chriſts Embaſſadours, that he cryed out, Surely that Religion 
cannot be true, where the Profeſſors of it are ſo brave 2nd rich, 
and their Teachers ſo poor, and beggarly, whom they ſo much 
undervalue and contemn, as not to allow them food and cloathes 
convenient tomaintainthem. * T'was otherwiſe with the Galati- 
ans who were converted by St. Paxl, they reccived him as an An- 
gel of God, yea, as Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ; and were willing not 
only to impart ther goods, but if it had been poſſible, they 
would have plucked out their eyes and have given them to him, 
» (ſuch was the true zeal of the godly in the primative times, 
ſo ſincere and fervent theirlove, that they not only parted with 
the Tenthtotheir Teacher, but ſold all the Lands and Poſſcflions 

» Atts 4.344 they had, and laid down the Money they received for them, 2t 

Z » &C, their Teachers feet, deſiring them to employ it for their own, 

gg * and the Churches neceſſities » : but this fire is almoſt quenthed, 

ho qpogs this love ( as Chriſt foretold ) o waxeth cold in theſe laſt un- 
$ilegzzum charitable and worſt dayes, in which, as the Apoſtle alſo pre- 
principumin gij@ed, -men ſhould be lovers of themſelves, more than lovers of 
terra contempt (34 p, and prefer their pleaſures, profits, honours, before 
. erimen babet : £ BD. om oY 
neſa; eſt illy; - ÞiM, and his ſervice, and Miniſters, although concerning thera 
scſpiccreguos Chriſt hath faid ir ( who will not lye, nor can he repent ) That 
miſt oomiim ke that heareth them, heareth Chriſt ; and he that deſpiſeth them, 
woſirmaredeny defpiſeth Chriſt q: And truly whatdo men do by not receiv. 
= ing their words, but put from them the Word of Life, and jndge 
jndex principum, themſelves unworthy of it 7; as the Jewesart Antioch did : 
y Az 23445 or by not giving double honor to their perſors,who deliver their 
y_ Pang | Embaſlage 


Embaſſaze, but ren ler themſelvcs ſubjeR to the greateſt Plagaes, [3131.19.14 
even to be in a worſe condition than Sodom and Gomorah - Plal,2.1 8,45 

Th. refore let all Kings, Magiſtrates, Pcinces, Rulers, and hn ny 
Tudges of the Euth ſerve the Lord with fear, and rej »yce before the 10 verl, 
him with trembling, and kiſs the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Icit he be an- compared. 
ory ( by way of reverence, love, homage, and obedience ) for 
if his anger be kindled never ſo little, they only are bleſt that » Mot-28.20, 
truſt inhim e, and receive his Miniſters teſtimony here , ** ® Eh 4 
and obey his Goſpel whom they preach, and rake heed whit they H_— * 
do, either in putting down the godly ſucceſlive Miniſtry whom 23.4, 1(a.ze 
God in his goodne(s, long-ſuffering, and mercy, hath placed x- 20,31 
mongſt us, and continued to us, ( which he hath not done to ma- 2944 Pers fe 
ny other Nations ) which hath been the deſign of Satan and Er. r= ng 
ronous perfons alwayes ) although this Miniſtry ordained by orphaner guimA 
Chriſt, fhall continue to the end of the world, as Chriſt promi- 45Foribus & 
ſed, and St. Pax{relatedit w, and was of old propheſied x, !9#ir# Dez 
or in taking away the oy] which ſhould maintain theſe lights ; [4 cwriget- 
fot if they, and the mzans belonging to them be of God ( as EY 
hath been proved ) it will ſtand, as hitherto above 1000 years it mor.in loc: 
hath, and whoever thou art, or ye are, that have ſold their y As 5.38 
Means away, and endeavour to.do the ſamewith therefidue, ye N0” remittitue 
cannotoverthrow it, nor perfe& the intended work. O refrain [cs = 
therefore from attempting ſuch a thing, leſt ye be found even to = "Ag 
fight againſt God, as Gamalie! told the Council y. : 

Let me adviſe raher all ſach who themſelves or their predeceſ- +  Cor.7 18 
ſors have bad a hand in the foregoing Sacriledge, and ſtiil poſſeſs Qu ienim dolore 
devoted things, viz. Manors, Gleabs, Lands, Tythes, or Im- Fino caves ne 
propriate Parſonages, or thelike ; repent of this their ſin, and pci 
make reſtitution to the Miniſters wronged : For I will tell them _— ane 
what devout Azg»ſtine ſaith, That the lin is pot pardoned, unleſs _ = ; 
reſtitution be made, viz. -according to the ability of the perſon /tionem, argue 
guilty. And indeed where true ſorrow is, it hath theſe Two ef» ©*Mccames 
te&s, which is Clearing, and Revenge =. which cannotin this *! un yank 
fin be maniſeſt, where that before- nominated be not performed. my fe 
Otherwiſe if this my Counſel be ſlited (whichin Chriſts name I wit 
giveto you, deſiring you to hear what the Spirit ſaith to the 4 1Cor.10.11 
Church) *cis to be feared, That as heretofore the Curſe of God # Mal.3.6 
hath ſeized on Sacriledgjous perſons in former times, ( who were 
madeexamples for us on whom the ends of the world arecome 4 
may alfo ſeize on theſe: For our GodisFehwvah, and changeth 
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not b, a conſuming fire into whoſe hands tofall, tis a fearful 
thing c: And truly, unleſs fach do repent, they ſhall all p:riſh 
as Chriſt tells them twice f, for he isno reſpeRer of perſons, but 
be the perſons guilty of this ſin never ſo rich, wiſe, great, many, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Miniſters and Embaſſadors they are, 
is richer, wiſer, greater, and above themall g : He hath re- 
buked Kings for their ſakes hþ: and he reputes what is done 
unto them, as done unto himſelf 5; and he will render to e- 
very man ſhortly according to what he has done in thefleſh, 
whether it be good orevil k& ; then che Lord will be the a- 
venger of thoſe Miniſters of his who have been oppreſſed and 
defrauded /; thoſe Riches then they have gotten by fraud or 
oppreſſion; (hall bea witneſs apainſt them , and eat their fleſh as 
fire, wm: yea, God mayfor it ſeverely plague you here as he hath 
dealt with thouſands inthis Land for ſome mens ſins go before 
to judgment for to terrifie and admoniſh others, and ſome mens 
follow after » : "then they that have given to Chriſts Prophets 
and Saints in his Name, ſhall receive to their eternal comfort 
that bleſſed ſentence, (ome ye bleſſed, &c. 6, But they that have 
done evil, ſhall hear to their eternal tormeat chat direful ſentence 
of,Go ye curſed, cc. for their Sacriledge and unmercifulneſs to 
them; for thoſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhmene. O 
conſider this ye that hitherto for profits ſake baye perſiſted in this 
fin, and forgotten God, leſt he tear you in pieces, and there be 
none to deliver you, and confeſs and forſake ypur fin, then ſhall 
you obtain mercy, Proy.38.13. Having food and rayment, be 
ye therewith content, for he hath ſaid, He will not leave thee, 
nor inany wiſe forſake thee pz; Render thouto ('2/arthe things 
that be Ce/ars, and unto God theThings that be Gods, and owe 
nothing to any man but this, That ye love one another q: and 
whatever ye would, were you in the Miniſtry, that others ſhou!d 
do unto you, theſamedo ye untothem, for this is the Law and 
the Prophets » : But be that doth wrong, ſhall receive for the 
wrong he hath done; and there is no reſpe& of perſons with 
God F/, : 

The Lord open the eyes of thoſe that have been blinded with 
{elf love, and with the love of the world, or been deceived with 
humanelaws, cuſtomes, and evil examples of the mulitude that 
bave been guilty of this ſin, that they may ſce it and repent of ir; 
remembring Chriſts ſaying , It will profita mannothing to gain 

te 


the World, and loſe his own foul 2: Now thatT have ſheweg ; aratt x.45 
you the light do not walkindarkneſs and hate the light becauſe 
your deeds are evil; fur to him that knows to do well, but doth « Jam.4.17 
it not, to himit's fin witha vengeance », The wrath of God 
beiog revealed from heaven againſt all unrighteouſneſs of men w Rom 1,18 
who detain the truth in unrighteouſneſs w : And if you ſhal | 
not ſpeedily repent, the ſame judgement may befal you which be. 
fel eAnanias, Sapphira, or Simon Magus, for their covetouſneſs 
and ſacriledge ; for ſuch impenitent perſons are 5» the gall of bit- x As 3.23 
terneſs, and bond of iniquity x, As they were by reaſon of thoſe 
firs. Andthe Lord avert his wrath from this Land and Nation 
which hath been horribly guiley of this fin, to that end letthe 
Magiſtrates find oat ſome way or means for the Reformation of , Wes, 1 3.10; 
this ſin, as Nehemiab did in his Reformation y, who cauſed IL. " 
the portions of the Levites to be given ro*hem, and the Tythes 
to be paid tothe Prieſks and Levites, for their ſervice in their x 2 Chron,; x 
Churches, accotding to their Courſes : As alſo zealous Hezehjab 1241 3,&c, 
ordered it =, and appointed Officers to ſee them faithfully I v*/e 20, For 
diſtributed ; which thing was good, and right, and truth before LNG 
the _ his God z, and brought a bleiſing on the Land and ple, Mul.3.16, 

COPIC 4» 13 
F Secondly, Let thoſe Impropriations, whoſe heard-hearted Deut.26.10,12 
Owners tremble not at Gods Word, nor fear his threatning, be P:ov 3+9.10 
bought in atthe Wiſdom and Difſcretionof the Honorable Houſe M*-12:4® 
of Parliament, which 1 conceive ina ſhort time may be «feed ona 
by the Revenue coming into the Honourable Truſtees for Biſhops 
and Dean and Chapters Lands, over and above what they now 
pay, for Augmentations, 

Laſtly, for the right ordering of Miniſters in every Church for 

ro receive theſe Tyths, and devoted Lands and Goods, and co 
perform the work of the Miniſtry,and for the gathering and build- 
ing up of Gods Church ; Let theſe Propoſals be conſidered by 
them, 
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Te the Magiſtrates of England, E.F. on the Jews behalf, 


Humbly D.clareth, 


fl t ſi h its apparent Ly the Scriptures, T hat the fews. Gods ancient People, 

4 be coirtid ro the Faith, as the/e Scriptmes teftifie Rom, Il, 25,26, 
Plal5: 6 67.5.6 & 69.35,76. la-1,25,26 & 11 1.Zzpn.3 9 &c. end 
beirg ecxveried, they ſhall be a bleſſing unto the Godly amongſt Whom they live, 
thy miniſtring tothem exceeding cauſe of joy ; for if their Fall be the Riches of the 
world, and their D iminnticn ts the riches of the Gentiles, how much move their ful- 
weſs ? For if the caſting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what will their 
eAſſumpticn be, tut life from the dead,Rom.1 1.12, Zach.8» 13, And th by our 
mercy they ſhall obtain mercy,Rom 11,31, And many ſhall ſeth their favunr, as its 
prophified Zich.8.23. And God will execrate and deſtroy thiſe Nations that have 
been enemies to them, as the Prophets fori»1ell, 1(1.11,13, Gen.12.3, Jer.3.16, 
Z*-ph3.19,20, IHa.51.21,22. & 47 6. Jer.2.3. Zach.1.12,15. And fith in our 
DireRory made by the late reverend Aſſembly, and confirmed by the High Cort 
of Parliament, the Miniſters of the Goſpel were commanded t» Pray for their con«» 
2erfoon, and [o 10 uſe all means toeffet the ſame, unleſs we will flatteringly m:ck. 
Godin our Praycrs, eſpecially fith they are beloved according to the Elefion for 
their Fathers ſakg,of our heavenly Father, wh.m we are to imitate, and whoſe gifts 
and callings are without repentance, Rom.1 1 .28, and wh'm we are to follow as 
dear (hilaren, fith from thees came the Adoption,and the Glory , from them we re» 
ceived the Covenants and the Law,the Worſhip of God,and the Promiſes; for theirs 
were the F.thers, and from them Chriſt came who # (0d over all, v/ (ſed ſox ever, 
Rom-9.4,Gc- Laſtly, Suh they abownain Wealth, Arts, ani Sciences, and ex- 
cl in ingenuity and Tongues, and God is able to graft thens ini again, and the Re- 
deemer ſhall come to Zion to turn away iniquity in Jacob,and the rime of fulfilling 
this is by the common ſuffrage of the Godly at hand, Rom. 11,26, 


Therefcre to haſten their Converſion, and to procure the Bleſſing and life to us and our Po- 

| ferity, to haye the honour and glory to be happy inſtruments of their Converſion, 
through out mercy ſpread towards them, to get ro us and our Poſterity deliverance from 
theevil threarned to fulfil the Prophelies z avert all Judgements, and to obtain our Peri» 
tions for ingrafting and Salvation: Therefore your Petitioner humbly prayerk, That 
they may have Liberty ( as well as other Nations ) to Trade and Trafhck in our Com- 
mon- Wealth without peril ef their lives : Tothatrend, let the Statures of Banniſhin 
them be Repealed: And if the Parliament think fir, lerchem ( on good Cautions vo. 
Conditions as ſh1ll ſeem meereK to their wiſdom ) be ſuffered here tro Continue and 
Dwell amongſt us, as formerly before the Conqueſt, that ſo living wich vs, they may 
with the $wcetneſs and Fatneſs of our Land, receive into their Souls the wholſome and 
ſaving knowledge ofthe Goſpel, which in no Country under Heaven ( bleſſed be God, 
and continued iti]! be this Mercy to us and ours thl Chriſt come) is ſo purely and 
powerfully preacht and held forth as in this Common-Wealth : To cf which; 


Togr Petitioner ſhall alwayes Pray, &c. 


$$4224:404.400:4544.444.5 
The P ropolals. 


I, & Ith by the Word of God (the touchſtone of all eruth,the 


beſt judge of all Controverſies ) it appears there were no 
eccleſiaſtical Biſhops,or Elders in the Church of Chriſt, in 
the Apoſtles dayes ,but ſuch as were either extraordinarily 
Called and ſent by Chriſt, as were the Apoſtles, Prophets, Evan- 
geliſts, Workers of Miracles, and ſuch as had the gifcs of healing, 


- or ſpeaking with, or interpreting of divers Tongues ; 4: of elſe . x Cor, 12; 
my ſuch as were ordinarily called and ſent by theſe, or by the Presby- Fok d 1 & : 


- _ otdained Elders, who impoy'd their hands on them with p71... 57 


h ngand Prayer, b ___ _  _ Abn_ 
V 2 Sith in each Congregation or Church we read of in Scripture 1g. 2. &c- 
-. | there weremore than one ordained Biſhop or Elder in the Primi- * Tim.z.r9. 
i | tive Church, placed there according to the bigneſs of the City, or *: 6.02 
- | Church, by the firſt Planters. c c AQs 14. 234 
3 Sith many were given by Chriſt to the Church, Zpheſ\ 4 11,and frm 


w1 placed there by the Holy Ghoſt, «Ls 20. 28, and r Cor,12.28, pthc. 
'| and by the Apoſtles, A#: 14.23. Titw 1,5,7. yea Chriſt, Tis 1. 5,7, 
when he (cnt forth his Apoſtles, paired them, which alſo the xm wwe 
Holy Ghoſt confirms, inſentling Pawland Barnabas ( after they 

£ | badbeenſeparated or ordained by the E'ders of Antioch ) forthe | 
work whereunto Gog had caled them, 4: yea when. theſe two 4 Atts 13.1,2, 
boly men differed in judgement, yet ſingly they went notalune ty 


- plant, or water the Churches ; for Pax/ choſe S:ilas,and Barnabas 
nll A1ark, both which were teaching Elders, e e AQts 15, 39; 
i. 4 Sithwe read of one Elder of a Church abſent,and fo detained 40. & 16, _ 


ny bySt. Pas, f: who had other Elders ro feed them, g : and of f Phil: 2. 30, 
Epayhbras at Coloſs Miniſter , who was with the Apoſtle at Ronee, £ 4 hils 1s 1, 
5 whilſt the Church had Archyppus to teach them, Coleſ. 4, Coll. 7, 
df 123.17. 

/ $ Sith its inconvenient,ifnothnreful to haye but one Biſhop, or 
Eider in a Congregation to feed and rulethe people theremn, «ho 
being fick, as was Epaphroditiu of Philipps, oc otherwile laa fully 
imployed 


4Tol: 4.13. 


24+ 


290. 


20; 


Ut in prima 
e&14 inſtitutio- 
xe d;ſcipuli ocu- have praiſed the contrary 3) nor Secondly , withour there be 
| loshabuere ,#"- two or more of thoſe ordained Elders.in x Charch cm chriſtians 
gentos ad Domi- 
Tum qui ad men- 
ſamſedens por- : . 
| rexit diſcizulis nor can one Elder annoint the ſick perſonwith Oyl in the name 
eorporis,& [«1- of the Lord; the Commiſtion being given not ſingly to one Elder, 

gun Sara- 
mcentum; 119 10s 
3 levemus / 
corda noſtra ad nor,1Tim.5.17.1 Theſ.5.12.8nd to know them that labor among 
Dominum, qui therg,and are over them in the Lord, & admoniſh ghem to ſubmic 
lic agens 705% tg and obey them that watch for their Souls , and are their guides, 

| enmiſtirorum 

—_—_— Nor Fourthly , can the DoErine the Miniſter preacheth be ſo foul- 
pu: Hzm- ly cor firmed, unleſs there be twoor three of the Elders to ratifie 
ing ; Comment: (e . C Chrift himſelf had his Father with him , ro bear witneſs of 
| jn Loc: Anguſt: 
any ;., ficient ) for in the mouth of ewoor three Witneſſes every word 
Mat *.*'7- 
1 Mat:18.16 jn each Church be rightly adminiſtred unleſs there be two or three 


w Mat:18.37, 


_— ' : | f 32 - 4a . | 
* Phil: 2. 25; imployed as was Fpaphras of the Church of Co/oſs,h : the Con- 


gregation inthe mean time may ſtarve , or want food, at leaſt be 
neglected andexpoſed to danger, as ſheep without a Shepheard; 


j3Ezck: 34.8. 5; andthe publick Ordinances of Chriſt be omitted on the Sab- 


bath Cay , or at leaſt not be ſo ſeaſonably and perfeRly perform- 
edas they ought to be ( as is evident by daily experience in many 
places ) and therefore.its neceſſary , atleaſt convenient thar, there 
ſhould be morethan one ordained Elder in every Church : other- 
wiſe how can he aright receive the Lords Supper, when there is no 
Eiderin Chriſts name authoritatively to bid him take and eat, and 
to repreſent Chriſts perſon, to command him to do it, as 
Chrift gave it to his Apoſtles , and they diſtributed each to other, 


& Luke22. 17 and fo to the Church as they had received of the Lord, k; for the 
x Cor: 11,23» Miniſter, his aRion and words are herein Sacramental, it belong- 


ing only to the Miniſters of the Goſpel to break the Bread , and 
bleſs the Cup, 1 Cor, 10, 16, 17. (though ſome unwarily of late 


perform the duty the Apoſtle requires of them in ſickneſs, viz. to 
ſend for the Elders of the Church to pray for them , 7ames 5. 14. 


but jointly to two at the leaſt, Nor Thirdly can the people ob- 
ſerve aright ( as I conceive thoſe rules of giving chem double ho- 


Heb. 13. 7, 17. if there be only one Elder in their Congregation, 


the truth he ſpake, Fob» 8.18. though his tys XMiys had been ſuf- 
ſhall beeſtabliſhed. /: Nor Fifchly can the diſcipline of Chriſt 
of thc (eordained Elders gathered together jn Chriſts name, to 


bind or looſe, 3S Chrift requires, (m) which makes up a Repre. 
ſentative Cherch, as the company of Prophets are called , »: for 


n 1S:r: 19: fo (rift {peaks to his Apoſtles , and in them to the Elders that 


ſucceed them , What ye ſhall bind on earth ſhall be bound in 
Heaven, 


Heaven, and what two of you ſhall aeree'on ea: 4s ing 
any thing ye ſhall 5k, it ſhall be donefor you +4 eters, 
iS in Heaven, Matth, 18, 18, 20. Norlaftly. can the wicked be (» 
fully convinced , neither hereiathe Church, nor yet hereafter in 
the day of Judgement, unleſs there be two or three of theſ, 
therefore St. Pawl excommuni i on bes Luke 10. 16 
; . unicates not the inceſtions Perſon, butas aa 
joyned with other Elders ; p: which anthority the Lord gave unto 3 Thef x. 
chem for edification ; q: yea Chriſt himſelf diftinguiſheth the El- ! * Cor- 5.4 
ders and Angel of the Presbytery in Thyatira, Rev. 2, 18, 24, 1 * <*:10® 
from the people ; and divers of the holy Martyrs in the Primitive 04%. git 
Church confirmthe ſame, 7 : Irene calls all the firſt b lf rs of Pure 8 
the Charch of Rowe Pregbyters : ;: as Saint Lyukelon 5" var - od Phill 46x 
called all the Biſhops of Epheſus ; As 20. I7, 28, .- Evari Fo Amino: So, 
Martyr, who wasthe Angel, or chief Presbyter of che Charch of in Eph: cap: 4 
Rome, ordained ſeven Presbytersto bein every City for DoRrin ons 
rod Diſcipline, #197 Would do noughtwitour his Chr Hr 
, intne fourth Conncel of Cartharei . tha: = 
ded as Orthodox, that eyery Church ſhould er his Presb ny - « Grain dt; 
Elders, without whoſe Couyſe! nought ſhould be Johe bf the ED 
Church, #: Ignatius long before affirms the Prerbyters to be COT 
yo Conrt of God, and combination of the Apoſtles. 1g»ar E F ” Tert. Apols 
af Tk tl Trl ies tht the approved Eder as 599" 
emblies, #: ſolikewi ; 39 
bre{e informs us, that chere was nothing rages rw £ 4 nome ag 
EE _—_— alrhough in Ambroſe his time the an degs A onber Comt in 
m_ _ you ru floth, ornegligence, er rather pride of ſome Ti 5-1 
peers, x : who would alone ſeem to be ſomewhar,which made © Arpen- 
way for Antichriſt tocome in, for its conceived by ſome ; F — 
_ Ln = - - one Biſhop above es _ —_ hn Es 
ath been a chief means of ſerling Anrichri/f in hi __ 
and the want of theſe ordained Elders in rs angle x ou, fd a1 Pavia 
the Diſcipline of Chriſt to ceaſe, and the inventions of men - b OO_—Y 
ſetled in its ſtead in many places, whereby Chri#: vine mander 4 — 
a fence, is expoſed tothe wild Bore of the Wood ; and craf: Sk, x2 
es ofthe Field , who pull off and devour ma y of ys = Mon, —_ 
Grapes ; by means Whereof Sets and Schiſms are mulr. - 4 page 108, - - 
B'aſphemous and monſtrous Opinions are. hatched and deft, yy d ach: Annoe: 
_— _ m—_ heart-grief of Gods people, to the —_ ES 
od , and ſcandal of the Reformed Rehgion which we p:ofefs, 1* Divin.in, 


for thoſe of the Reformed Religion here amongtt ns ace grown 90d. page 
F int 113, & 119 


VV ES lx 1 
into four great Faftions 2: ſome are for Prelacy, and Lordly Epiſ. 
copacy, others for ſtri& and Ariſtocratical Presbytery, others for 
pure and popular Independency : others for refined and upſtart 
Antipedobatiſtry and Anabaptifiry. 


Therefore for Gods glory, the Churches edification, for recon- 
ciling our unhappy differences,for the compoſing vur diſtraions 
the re-uniting of theſe four FaRtons , and preſervation of love, 
unity, and peace among us, I humbly offer theſe Propoſals to your 
conſideration. 


Firſt, It feems convenient, if not nec:flary, that thethree Nati- 

ons (though they ſtili retain their Parochial bounds for civil ends, 

35 now) ſhould be divided into ſeveral Congregational Churches, 

according to the ancient conſtitution of the Churches inthe Pri. 
mitivetimes, £nd Apoſtles dayes, as ch: ſupream Authority of the 

Nations ſhai} think fit in every Markee-Town, and in ſome great 
Villages.alſo, where Believers are many, and the Towns few, and 
inconveniently placed, as the Churches were at firſt phanted by 

the Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical men at 1ernſalem , Samaria, Anti- 

och, Lyfra, Iconium, Derbe, Treas, Rome, Corinth, Philipps, Co- 

toſs, Epheſus, Smyrna, &c, avthe Scriptares teſtifie ; and Saint 

b Tit: 1. 5,7 Pail left Titus at (vert, to ordain Elders in every C ity; be and 
« Clem. Bpif. Co much Ecclefizſtical Hiſtory abundantly teſtifies, c: thusin 7«- 
«4 Cor: p: 54 dea Of old there were Synagogues inthe Towns and cities among 
Tgnat: ad Tral. the Jews, the Villages belonging to theſe Towns, belonged to the 
Polycary: a4 F1ders of the Towns, Now the places where Chriſtians aſſem- 
her og 16 ble are by the Apoſtle called Synagogues, James 2. 2. and there 
Sicrater: Were many Synagogues in /eruſalem, no leſs than four hundred 
Thee1o0:et.and Schools and Synagogues; 43 and ſo muoh Saint Lake intimates, 
orhers. e : ſo at leru/alemunderthe Goſpel , though the Chriſtians there 
a away -,, Were but one Church, f yet queſtionlels they bad Synagogues 
84): 16 = "or diſtin places of meeting each from other , which the twelve 
e Aas15. 21 Apoſtles joyntly for a time did govern, together with the Elders 
and 24.12 and Deacons ordained By them, g : forall the Apoſtles ſpake to. 
f ARs 15.4 gether, andthe Deacons ſerved ac the Table, and Miniltred for 
EAR 15-6, the Churches good , and the Elders aſſembled in Courſe! with 
Ms the Apoſtles, to conſider of matters in Doctrine, or manners; af- 


þ AQs 27, 10, © when the (Church of Teruſalem multiplyed to ſome m.llions,, h: 
-- +" eachofthe Apoſtles went to his place, and Zames with the Elders 
euided 


guided that Chuch.; as all Ectleſiaſtical Writers :fi:m, 


was to be ordained: much more ought the Superior, which is 


2, It ſcems ficthat in each of theſe Churches whereunto the 
Congregation are to reſort for Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline , there be 

joyned all the Elders of that City or Town, together with the Bl- 

ders of the Villages belonging or adjoyning unto the ſ4id City or 

Town , to be the Biſhops, Elders, or Guides of that Church, to 

feed and rule the ſame, #: and let no un- ordained Elder be joyned ; Aas 13, i 
withthem , (the Deacons being firſt approved , /- and eleRted, & 20.17 

yea and ordained by Prayer, and impoſition of hands of the Preſ- Ar ks 
bytery þefore they were thought fie ro execute in the office ;, m: on 
nor read we in the Scripture of any one un-ordained Eldcr that; , Tim. 3,10" 
ruled in the Charch; thoſe Ruling Elders mentioned , 1 Tim. 5. 

17. being ſuch as did tread out the corn of the Word, wer/e 17. ' 

and ſo worthy of Reward , for if the inferior Officer the Deacon 

the Elder, as its plainthey were, #: _ Ocdination giving both » Aas 6.3;6 
name and being unto a Churcb-Of ficey, as a Commiſſion doth to a n ARs 14, 23 


Judge in civil affairs, as the Reverend Miniſters of Londoy ® * Tim 4.14 
DIOVE, #. Titus 1, 5 

3. lt ſeemeth fic that there be in each Congregation or Church Rnd es = 
at leaſt ewo or three of theſe ordained Elders, to gather together | 
in Chriſts namefor the adminiſtration of Diſcipline , as Chrif 
and his Apoſtles teach, 0: promiſing to them his ſpecial preſence , 141. 18, »0 
where two or three of them are gathered together in his name, x Cor, 5.4 
as there were three in the leaſt Eccleſiaſtical —_— Iſracl; & i 
where Believers are many, and the Pariſhes thick , there may be 
twenty three as there were incach City amongſt them, wherein 
were one hundred and twenty men houſholders, p: yea in our p Ainſwerth 
greateſt Cities there may be more, as there was in /ern/alem, the Ann: onDeut, 
Sanhedrim, which conſited of ſeventy two perſons; /: and lets | - 
theſe by common conſent rule fn each Congregation , as they did po Jew- 
io the Primitive times.uncill Cypriane dayes, q 3 yea till Saint 2:2. 9 
Ambroſe time , who flouriſhed about 4»»o 374. for then the q Cypr: Epih. 
Churches tad their Elders as well as their Angels, without whoſe 39. 
counſel nothing was done in the Charch; » and let all theſe la- r ,gmir. Cong 
bour inthe Word and Dodrine , andinruling the Congrega'ion in Epift: Tim: 
committed to them , either by courſe in their ſeveral places of 5: 5 
meeting , 8s the Prieſts ſerved in the Temple, s : whilſt the reſt 
are imployed in ruling, or elſe let them conſtar:tly preach, ag * Luke. 5 & 
aow they do in their ſeveral Pariſhes, both publickly,& trom houſe * ©'9*4 19: 

6.20 5 


l . 3+ 1.15 


yum . Fo. 


(36 n 
Aﬀts 20.20 to houſe, & privately as Saint did, t: unleſs fickneſs,or ſome 
Moſes chole gther neceſlary occaſion hinder any ofthem, at which time ler the 
_ at ira* other Presbyters affiſt him that js wanting, and ſoler them all rule 
Cinds. hun» Joyntly with common conſent, -the Chnrch of God committed to 
dreds, fifties, them. 
tens, to judge 4, Ttſcemeth fir that the eldeſt Presbyter (if he pleaſe to ac. 
the people, cepr of it , or the next Senior that will accept of it) be with com. 
Exod. 18. 25 non conſent of the Presbytery and congregation,choſen Angel of 
the Church, for ſuch we read werein the feven Aſian Churches, 
approved of by {kri/#, ro whom he direRs his Epiſtles ; and ſo it 
wasin the firft Century, though” ſoon after altered as Ambroſe, 
u-Rey. 2& g confeflerh, #: that the Ordination that was thenin the Chxrch 
capira, _apreednotin all things with the Ordivation that was in the Apo- 
A " ſtles dayes: for St, Pau/calleth Timothy a Presbyter, a Biſhop 
_ a 7% created by him , for at firſt Presbyters were called Biſhops , and 
eethe Ap- ſothe elder Biſhop or Presbyter departing , the next following 
pendix in 'w ſucceeded him ; and becauſe the following Presbyters began to be 
Dieimos Miti- fqgnd enworthy to hold that Primacy, by the advice of a Counſel, 
feriicep. 6. & this form of ſucceſſion was altered , that not order, bur deſerc 
P ſhould-create a Biſhop ; thas in time the Charch forfook the Apo. 
ſtolical pattern ( under a ſhew of wiſdom as the Apoſtle faith ) 
and eftabliſht a hamane tradition in its place z and the beſt way 
ro reform its corruption, is to teturn to its Primitive inſtitution, 
w Mat. r9.® as Chriſt removed Bigamy out of the Church of the Jews; w: and 
Such atthis d3y jor the Angel in each Church be the firſt Presbyrer in order of all 
—_— uper-. the reſt; but not in dignity or office above them : for though St. 
intendents a- m_ 
mongtt the Peter wills the younger Presbyters to ſubmit to the elder ;  : yer 
. Germanes, 23 are the elder alſo to be ſubjettochem: and ſo the Holy Ghoft 
Zeppyras writes, requires a ſubjeion each to other, The Angel of the Church is 
x G7: 1--, to be Moderator inthe Aſſembly, and'colleR the Vores, and pro- 
© mes pound queſtions to the Presbytery for Reformation , and there- 
x Pet. 5. 5s. foreChrilt blames them when they were hegligent herein,y; they 
3 Rev, 2.2. - are to ſee thatallthings inthe Church be done decently, andin 
74. 20, & ch. grgder, with the advice and conſent of his Co-presbyrters. Buthe 
is norto have any power or juriſdiftion over the other Presby- 
x; Harmony of ters, or more than the reſt; ſich the Keyes of the Kingdom of Hea- 
Confcl, page yonare equrily committed to them all ; nor hath the Popeof 
{CE EINI3 Rome, or any other Biſhopmo'e power than other Biſhops here. 
in; 2: asthe Belgick Church concludes ; therefore in 2l' As 
of Goverment let them be done by the common conſent of 


the 
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the Presbyters, or major part of them (as it wasin the firſt Coun- 


| ſel : * of the Apoſtles, Presbyrers, and Biſhops in their aſſembly * Ats 15. 8 


in Jernſalew) with the conſent of the Brethren z for though the **2 *3 
Presbyters are to ſeparate the precious from the vild, 4: and to 4 Jer: 15, 19 
judge what is good, or ill, truth, or error, who are holy, who pro- 

phane, whoclean or unclean, and authoricatively ro declare them 

ſoro be; b: and though the Miniſters of Chrift as was before * Et *3- 3 
propheſied of them ſhould ftand in judgement, and teach the peo- P*** **+ 528 
ple betxeen holy and prophane ; (4: and Chriſt gave to them the 4 Ez:k. 44. 23 
power of looſing , and retaining fin) e: yet the Congregation e Mat, 18. 18 
of 1ſracl were obliged in general by Gods command to put their Joha 20, z; 
ſentence in execution,as to ſhut out the Lepers out of the Congre- 

gation , Whom the Prieſts had declared to be ſuch; f: fo alſo fNumb,F.z, ; 
under the _ St. Paxlrequires the Church of Corinth to pur 8 > Cor. 2.6 
away the inceftions perion , whom he and the Presbyters had 

pronounced unclean, for he had'determined of himalready, 1 Cor. ate inal 
5- 4) 5+ 7+ 13+ and he defires the Presbyters when they were pa- pn p re 
thered togetherin Chrifts Name, and hisSpirit with the power of ſie 4rizs 

our Lord leſas to deliver him overto Sathan for the deſtru&ion of Aon. Int. 
the ficſh, thatthe Spirit might be ſaved : and after enjoyns the . 
whole Congregation to purge out the old Leaven,and to put away 

from them that wicked perſon ; nor were they to receive bim in 

again till che Presbyters ſhould pronounce him clean : no more 

than the Lepers were to be received into the Camp,till the Prieſts 
pronounced them clezn; nor did the Church of Corinth receive 

him in again till St, Pawl had judged of him, ard pronounced him 

clean, ſo abſolving hia , and detiring the Church to receive him, 

and the Presbyters to forgive and comfort him , for he judged, 

ſufficient unto him was the increpacion, which was inflited by 

many, g: many blamed him for his ſin, and ſcandzl, and cxccured þLev. x 

the ſentence, St, Pauland the Presbytery had pronounced up0: z Cor. oy 
him ; bur they did not judge and cenſure him as our Democeaci- Tonefſe ute 
cal Brethren would have it, aſſuming to themſeives the Keyes 4 porefiate 
Chriſt never gave them, for they belonged to the Miniſtry, tl:ey ru couceſs 
received thac power from the Lord ; þ; all the © hurch ca::not bs As in 
head, eyes, or Rulers: where then were they rued, and the reſt of tte "0 
the body, 1 Coz. 12. 14. or who thea wite to 0oey and inbmic 

unto their Rulers, Heb, 13.7. 17, 
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F. 1feither of thef: Elder et ſetthe people chaiſe, 42; 6. 
| 3,50. 14. 23. and che Presbytery of that Congregation approve 
i 1 Tim, 2.1y 6, and organ another totake his office, s : bur if the Angel die, 
Aas i, 20. & :etihe next Presbyter ſucceed him , for he is a Biſhop or Angel 
6.3 whois fiſt amongſt the Presbyrers ; as Trmotky a Presbyter was 
e/Ambr. CON. , Biſhop, becauſe hehad no Presbyter before bim , as Ambroſe 
zn Lec: xile gre X ; 
Appendix ſrith ; andlet che Ordination be with Faſting, Prayer, and Impo- 
Turis divini {1i:10ncfihe hanc's of the Presbytery , accordirg to theexample 
Minid-»A- gl. and precepts of the Apoſtles, /f#:; 14. 23. 175m 3.1, and 4. 
_——— 14 andg.22, Titmi.5$. Heb. 6, 2. 
6. Toprevent envyings, emvlations , diſſentions which may 
ariſe between the Presbyrers themſelves, or any other of the Church 
{ct all Tyches, Glebes, Rents, Penſions, Oblations, Augmenrati- 
ons, or any other ancual profits whatſoever, belonging to the 
P:esbyters of each Congregation, as Presbyters there be paid in 
kind, according to Law , or be valued by a Jury of menof ano- 
ther Congregation on Oath before a Judge of Aſſize yearly , and 
jeteach particular proportion of Land be rated what it oughe to 
ray inlienofthe Tythes, &c. and the time of payment be by a 
Law prefixed to be paid tothe Presbytetrs, or their Deputies, on 
the penalty of treble dammage, according to the Satute of King 
Vide Staur, Edward che Sixth , (ſtill in force) for predial Tythes, i: and 
Edwardis: |et theſe Tithes, Gleabs, Rents , &c. thus valued be paid inuato 
de decimis the Angel of the Presbytery, who ſhall repsy faithfully che fame, 
ſeine: 4. according to each mans need, 4s 4.35 inthe Presbytery , and 
zccording to the number of each Prcerbyrers Family, for which by 
k 1Tim. 5. 8 *bc command of Chriſt he is to providefor, k: and let the An- 
Rom, 12, 17 gel be accountable for his diſtribution to the Presbyters, Thos 
{ Lev, 6.16, 17 Was it decreed by God amongſt the Levites of old, they were to 
&c. 10.13,14 eat portion like portion, /: and this was put in execution by thoſe 
Num. 18. 9 exo zealous Reformers, Hezekiah, and Nehemi.b ,m; and was 
Le. 2.11 allo practiſed by the Primitive Saints; » and untill this in Par- 
Devt. 18.8 /iament be eſtabliſhed, let every Prezbyter enjoy the profies of 
m . Chron. 31. th-ir own particular Pariſh:s 2s now they do, and accept if they 
N -_ pleaſe of better livings, as they foll in the Congregation by Senio» 
- -— "oa b bi rity inthe M.niſtry , that ſo the youngeſt Presbyrers may have the 
ICor, 9 «,1 3, 1e3ſt, and the eldeſt the greateſt Means; old age being honoura- 
14 ble, if found in the way of Rightesuſneſs. And ler all Avo»ſons 
2 Cor. 3.14 griſeatations, Impropriations, Donations, Tenths , andFirſt- 
Gal.6,6 Fruits be taken away out of the (harch of Chriſt, as being inven- 
(long 


tions of Sathan t6 allure men to fimony and corruption , which 
were brought into the Charch in the time of Antichriſtian dark- 
neſs, approved of to feed and enlarge the Popes and Prelates Re- 
venues, and ſold to others,and bought by others for ſelf.eads,and 
worldly advantages, and hach occaſioned abundance of horrid 
fins, to the deſtrution of many mens ſouls ; yet let there be a juſt 
and reaſonable ſatisfation made to the Impropriators for them , 
outof the Biſhops, and Deans, and Chapters , or other Charch- 
land, as the Supream Authority of the Nations ſhall think fie in 
each place , according to the proportion of money paid for them, 
or Land giveninthe Lieu of them, and in conſideration of the 
time they have already, and are for the future to enjoy 
them, 

Laſtly, The Presbyters thus ſetled and provided for , let them 
diligently by praying in publick, and Teaching from houſe to 
houſe as Saint Paw/did , o; gather together the Saints,and labour 9 AR 30, 29 
in the Word and Doctrine to convert Souls, and to ſeparate the 
precious from the vile; p; and thoſe that are not ſcandalous in ? Ephel. 4. 13 
life, or DoRrine, but are ready to give the Presbyters a reaſon of 5": 5+ 771 
the hope that is in chem, with meekneſs and reverence,and are wil- OO 
ling to own them as their Guides and Paſtors, and to obey them 
in the Lord as ſuch, q; let them be received as perfe&t members of 9, * ***- 3 "F 
that Congregation, to partake in all the Ordinances of Chriſt #3 717 
inthat Congregation adminiſtred. But as for ſuch as are igno- 
rant, before they be admitted to the Lords Supper , let them be 
firſt Catechiz'd ,-untili they are able in ſome reaſonable meaſare 
to givean account of their Faith, and to declare their willingneſs 
to walk in Chriſts wayes, and eo obſerveall kis commands, as 
Members of that Church, and then letthem being approved of 
by the Pres bytery, with the peoples conſent, be admired co che 
Lords Supper,after one or more of the Presbyters have prayed for |. 
them, and laid their hands on them, » for this Ceremony fol- ; Y. exe 
lowed Baptiſm to compleat Church-members, 5: which even the 7aviiacg. 
Presbyters did perform , the Angel ur B ſh5p bzing abſeat, c ; x Amir. Com, 
as Saint Ambroſe affirms. in Epifi. Eph, 

Secondly, Let the Children of Church-members ( who are ©: 4+ *Apud 
thouzd un-Bap:ized, yer holy) »« onthe deſice and profeſſion of $7577 
one of the Parents Faith , be admitted to Baptiſm, as th: holy frame Stake 
Seed of Iſrael was to Circumciſion, the Promiſe being made, not 10» ftEpilc:pas, 


enly to the Jews, and their Secd, but alſoto as many of the Gen..* * ©9+ 7. 14 
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tiles, and their Seed, as are called of God, and faithful, AZ: 2, 
39 Gal.3.7, 14,26. who arealſo Abrahams Seed to lignific, 
which God called his Name Abrabaw, Gen, 17, 6. compared 
with Rom, 4.16, Butlet Baptiſm be adminiſtred ( if it may be 

without danger) by immerſion , and not aſperſion, as it was ge- 

nerally practiſed by the Church for many Centuries, as the moſt 

w Aquin: ſum; Common and lendible way of Baptizing, 3 and only uſed,unleſs 
part 4. 66 art, 7 incaſes of neceſfity,x: which canſed thoſe ſo Baptized to be called 
Chriſ- Hom. 24 Cliezics; but as for ſuch as allow not of Infant Baptiſm, contra- 
in 1h4nC3Þ. 3 ry tothe cuſtom of the Church, und gracious Promiſes, and privi- 
ledges belonging to them,y: for the Secdare in the Bleſling, 
Pſalm 37. 27. as Heirs called to inherit ic, 1 Pet. 3.9. yet 10 
7 Gen. 9. 27 they hold noerror, contrary to the foundation of Religion, and 
andz8,4 behave themſelves in our Aſſemblies without farther offence ,we 
wa 10.14 may bear with them , ehatby the Word they may beconviuced, 
+2392 orconverted : wearenot raſhly to judge them for their weak- 
neſs, but ought to bear with them, and not pleaſe our ſelves , but 

them, for their pood, to edification as Chr: did. But if by hol- 

ding this Opinion, or other oflike nature, they cauſe diviſion 

andoffcnces , contrary to the DoQtrine received, we are to avoid 

« Rom.16,17 them, 4: In things ſuperſtruQive , which are dubious, or indiffe- 
, _ i 4 fer rent,we ought not to condemn, or contemn our weak Brother, 6: 
ES for if it be neceſſary for him, God will ſooner , or later revealthe 
|  *»*fameunto him; nevertheleſs whereunto we have attained, we 
cEph.4, x5 {hould walkinlove, and ſpeak the truth in love, c 3 and love one 

# 3Jokn;, rnotherin thetrath, 

| Thirdly, But for thoſe who have been Baptizedin their Infancy, 
and through ignorance ſhall not be able to give a reaſon of the 
hope that isin them , por do- not know how to examine them» 
ſelvs, nor undeaftand notin any competent meaſure the Coves 
nant of Grace , nor the nature, uſe, and end of receiving the 
' d1 Coril. 28, ord; Supper ; 4; or are ſcandalous in their Lives and Converſa- 
| 29 * 64 ., tions, and ſounfirtoeat with the Godly, e: or through pro- 
Wo "fe *** phanenels, carnal ſhame, ot fear, or out of hardneſs ofheart, or 
f As 17, 34 perverſeneſs of ſpirit ſha'l refuſe to give an account of their 

g Pſalm 110, z Faith, urto obey and ſubmit unto their Guides , cleaving uno 

| _ 8.358 them f willingly, freeſy, and ſincerely , g let them be ſuſpen= 
= 2g - ded from receiving the Lords Supper , that they may be aſhamed; 
mp yet let not the communicates count them as enemies, but admoniſh 
them 2s Brethren, 2 The/\ 3-14, 15, and the Rule by rw all 
Mem» 
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Members are't0 walk, js, the ns, which 's able to make b 3 Tim-346. * 
the Man of God perfet , throughly furniſhed to every good 7 
work. h. hereby the Spirit is to be eryed, by which we ſpeak, ;, fy $-2* 
tor if any ſpeak nor according hereunto, *cis becauſe there is no OR 
lightin him, ray, if an Angel from Heaven ſhould bring ano- 
thsr DoQrine than that which is to be plainly proved by the Scrip- k Gal. 1.3, y 
rures, we are tO repute him accurſed, &. Chriſt and his Apo. | 
ſtles have already revealed the whole Will of God to the Church __ _m_ 
and who fo ſhall add to it, or diminiſh fromit, ſhall be'damn'd POTN 
for oy wr r+> vw 
& [nall caſes of Offence between Brethren,let that golden rn! 
of Chriſts be obſerved, . If any be obſtinate in Ho ea Mate.18.xe; 
lous ſin, or fundamental error, after the firſt and ſecond admo- 6 ——_Y __ 
nition, reject him, and repute him as a Publican, ». If he " Tic.3.10,11 
ſhall refuſe to hear the Church, after that the Presbitery gathered 2r-28.17 
rogetherinthe Nume of the Lord Jeſus, bave by Chriits power 
delivered him over to Satan, for the deſtruction of the fleſh My t Core F-4 
and the people have put away, from themſelyes, that wicked Per- þ x Car. g.rg 
fon) p. until he ſha)l co the whole Church ſhew evident teſti- 
mony of his Repentance, after his Excommunication, as the in- 
ceſtuous pe ſon did, q, Bat if he ſhall Apoſtatize from the Ne I 
Chriſtian Faith, and become an open and wilful blaſphemer of 
the Truth, or an 1dolater, and falſe Teacher, ſeducing others 
from the Faith, ro believe and receive his fundamental Errors and | 
blaſphemies : he ought by the civil Magiſtrate ( if he be a Chri- , Levis, 24.16 
ſtian) to be put to death, as Ged commanded, y. or at leaſt to Deur. my 
be ſeverely puniſhed, // as Pious Kings in 1/y4cl, and Chris /Z1ch 13.3 
ſtian Princes inthe priaative times have done, r. 2 Chron. 15. 5 Luſeb.Eccle 
13. But in ſuperſtruRtive Points of Dorine,cach man ought to —_ 
walk according to his knowledge, and conſcience, Phil 3.15,16. 
Rom. 14. 22, 23. Si:h whateveris not of Faith, is ſin ;z and we 
ought to bear with the weak, and not to judge each other about 
meats,or dayes, or ſuch like things, ws. If any man be over. 
taken ina fault, ſuch as are ſpiritual ought to reſtore ſach an one 
with the Spirit of Meckneſs, conſidering himſelf leſt he alſo be 
tempted, Gal. 6, 1, Eech man ſhould abide in that Yocation 
wherein he is called with God, w, and not uſurpe each others ® * Cor 7.40, 
Calling, or Office, no more than the Members of che natural 2# * 7433 
Body do : but having Gifts differing according to the Grace gi- - ” ene, 
ven us,ſo-letus uſe them, x. forthe profitef the whole Body Dr gay 
G ” . - 
endeavour- 


As 


wRom.ny x 
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41 
endeavouring ( inall Ws 4-4 meekneſs, and long-ſufferi 
forbeating one another in love ) to xeep the unity of the ſpirit, 
inthe bond of peace. Every one ſhould obſerve thoſe penetal 
rules, Rew.13.1,9,05c Phil.2.2,04c, Epb.4.31,3% Hebe3.10,1 1, 
& 10,24. & 12.1.14,05c. ad finem Epiſt. 1 Cor. 1, 40. in part- 
colar for our thoughts, all of us ſhould obſerve thoſe ewo rules, 
7 Jams 1,26 Pro.qi23, Phil 4.8. & Col.3.1. & for our words, thoſe. two, 
| Eph.4.29. Cel4 6, remembring that he, whatever he be in his 
ſeeming Devotions, that bridles not his tongue, his Religion is 
vain, y» And for our ations, thoſe rules of the Apoſtle, {«/. 
3.16,17. Heb.11.6, CMatth }.12. 1Cor.16 14. 1 Cor.10.31. 
xMat.16.344 doingall things in Charicy, and in Faich, in Chriſts Name, to his 
PERF .. denying onr ſelves,taking up our Croſs, lets follow Chriſt, 
b Epheſs.1 z. and deny all ungodlinefs, and worldly laſts, and live ſoberly, 
godly, and righteouſly, a, following God as dear Children, 5, 
e1 Job 3.16 \2iking in love, as Chriſt hath loved us, being ready to lay down, 
not only our Goods, but our Lives for the Brethren,e. and lets ab. 
ftain from the appearance of evil, 1 Theſ.5.22, L:ts donothing 
doubungly, againſt Conſcience, or undutifully againſt Autho- 
-« 2M rity, for Conſcience ſake, Rom, 13.5. & 14 22, or uncharitzb'y 
Rom, 14.4, &c 388 inſt our Brother, in things chac 4, are indifferent ; bur lers 
wWa'k as Children of the lighe, circumſpeRly as wiſe mer, Eph.s. 
eMar,10.21 15. daily growing in grace, and inthe knowledgeof Jeſus Chriſt, 
FReyel,z.10 abonnding more and more in well-doing, and perſevering therein 
untotheend, ce, being faithful unto the death, that ſo we may 
receive the crown of life, f. | 
In obſerving of theſe things, through Gods bleſfing, the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt which are amongſt us, ſhall be edified, and walking 
A8s9.3z According to thefe rules, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, 
g Zcph.z.9g Þemultizlyed, and all the Saints be in one united , to ſerve God 
b Zach-14.21: With one lip, g+ and ſhoulder, þ, and no ('azaaxite (hall 
dwell in the Houſe of the Lord unwarn'd,or onpaniſhed, which 
is the caraeſt Defire, and ſhall be the fervent Prayer of thy Souls 
Friend, whoſoeyer thon art, that readeſt theſe Propoſals, ſo thou 
be Chriſts, under what form ſoever thor livelt, 
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[th any way to take Gods Name in vain, is ſuch a fio, that | 
God will not hold the Offender guiltleſs, 4. And {59% 
God hath abſolutely forbidden ſwearing falfly, b. and Nnmb.46. os 
Chriſt and his Apoſtle forbids us to ſwear at all, c, (not c Mar. g.34, & 
that he doth kereby aboliſh any part of his Fathers di- J42*5 5-13 
vine Worſhip, commanded in the Law, Dext. 6. 13. bat to pre- 
vent all occaſions of Perjury, and raſh, and preſumtgous ſwear- - 
ing) which is a (in ſticks ſo faſt unto the Soul, that withont a | 
prear deal of waſhing, it will not out, 4d. Therefore above all 4 Pfal.51.4 
things St. James dehorts from ir, following herein the counſel of 
the HebrewRabbies, e. who adviſed their Scholars to beware © Yimon Tre 
of this ſin, more than of all tranſgreſſions, it being one of the of Oather.c.1 
heavie iniquities, greater than all iniquities. Sc, Pax! tells us, OP _ 
the Law was made to condemn ſuch, f. for God ſends his flying "—_— 
Roll againſt them, which ſhall enter into the houſe of him that 
ſweareth falſly, ro conſumethe tone, and the timber of it, yes, ,_ 
the whole Land ſhall mourn becauſe of it, g. Chriſtin Judge- 4, Snag 
ment will come near to fucb, and be a ſwift witneſs againſt them C—_— 
A he will make che Land deſolate, ard deprive it of man and 2Mal.3.s 
aſt, for ſwearing is the Captain, in that corſed company of 
Vices, Hoſ. 4.3, 3z The Heathen accounted it a fearful fo, and 
G 2 therefore 
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thetefore the wiſeſt of them sllowed it not, but in great and 
weighty matters, 8 in the vindication of a mans fame, or pre. 
Vecrar, in fervation of his own, or friends liſe, bh. St. Auguſtine called 
Stobeo ſer. 25 it, a dangerous Mcdicine, never to be uſed, bat in a deſperate 
3 Auguſt, /cr: Diſeaſe, 3. Andindeed God threatens to make their plagues 
_ ft. verbj« onderful, and of long continuance, that fears-not his great and 
Denreab.Fs glorious Name: He knows not how to ſpare that People thae 
k Jer.5.79,1z perſiſt inthis fin, k&, forthey ſhall fall, and not riſe again, - /. 
IAmos8.14 he will ſurely cut them off, ww. Sith therefore paniſbmene in- 
m Zeph. 1-4-5 ſeperably follows at the heels of this ſin, and lighteth either in. 
viſibly on the Souls of men, as namely, by Gods with-drawing bis 
Grace, and favours from them, as fromthe ten Tribes that revol» 
_ ted from Davids bouſe, to whom they bad ſworn. Allegiance, 
= 1King.1219 for which they are ſaid to rebel, becauſe of the Covenant the 
compared with 12d made with David before the Lord, # .{ although i beſaid, 
'?  thecauſe was fromtheLord, that Rehoboaws hearkned not unto 
the people, 2. Kings 12. 1 5.) which was the ground of that Re- 
bellion : or elſe permits Satan to blind, and harden their 
+ ARs 5.1,8ec, hearts, and eo take full poſſeſſion of their Souls, as he dealt with 
E” '** Ananiaaannd Sapphira, who agreed together ro tempt the Spirit 
of God, and to lyeunto the Holy Ghoſt, #. Soic happened to, 
udas the Traytor, after be bad perfidiouſly betrayed his Maſter, 
atan was permitted by Chriſt, after the Sopp, to enter into 
him, and co fill bim with all impiety, and then to hurry him co 
the halter, and Hell; or elſe God ſuffers Satan to ſeduce them, to 
beleeve thoſe that ſpeak lyes in hypocriſie,and to credic his ſtrong 
' deluſions, which is « judgement threatned on all, char reccive no. 
the love of the truth, p. And that are traytors, truce-breakers, 
lovers of pleaſure, more than lovers of God, having a ſhew of 
| | godlineſs, but denying the power of it, q. Or, Laſtly, God 
| * 92 Tim-3,243.departs from them, for detuining the Truth in unrighteouſneſs, 
| FRem.z.2r, andſo gives them over to a reprobate mind, and vild affeRions,. 
24, 26 4, St. eAngrſtene tells us, Thatthe life of the Body is the S.. ul, 
and che life of the Soul is God ; the Body dicth whea the Soul dee 
parts, but the Soul dieth when God depa ts, wken the Body is 
| wounded with s ſword,the Soul departs ; and doth not God de- 
| Auguſt: in E-3 part when the Soul is wounded with perjury ? /. Or elſe vifidl 
| 1if-Iaw%b, Gods Judgement falls on the perſons, eſtates, goods, ar ms 4 
| name, of the prophaners of bis Name, or thcy fall into con+ 
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demnation, and pit of deſtruftion, before they have ng > 
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half their dayes, rt. forGodis jealous of his honeur, and will : James g.: - 
not ſuffer itto be prophaned by - man, but will have it recover- P:2-55- - 9,23 
ed by their converſion, or confuſion : Peter Martyr from the * {4197 /0c 
Rabbins tells ar, That when the Law was given in Mount Sinas, wm nn 
againſt Perfury , Heaven and Earth Chook, trembling at fo hor- daentur ratu- 
le a crime, s, for toprophage Gods Name, is the proper 1 ftatim us 
CialeR of the damned in Hell ; who ſpeak as the Devil gives them {44 *x */# de 
utterance, their congues being ſer on fire of Hell, and feartul 7/7910 
without repentance will their doom be, w, God b known to - "_ 
abhorre this ſin, by the judgements he hath { in this world ) exe- wKev.16. rx: 
cuted on fuch as bave been guilty of this ſin; as in the three years 235-37 
Famine in David: dayes, which came on 7/-ael, for their break- J3*5 3-6 
ing the Oath with the Gibeoniter, x. Sauls Family felt the my 
vengearce of their Fathers _ And the Kingdom of Indab, Jer.23.10 
asd 1/racl, mourned becauſe of this fin, y. Godremoved the Hoſes 4.3 
Diadem, took off che Crown,and over-turned the glory of King TE=%. 21.t3s 
Zedckiab, and brought ſhame and confuſion os his poſterity, os ers 
Army, for bis prophanneſs and perjury, z. And what bapned <a 
ro the late unbappy King, and bis damning, curfing, and perjured a 
Army, is too freſh in memory to relate. I have read of a Soul- 
erin Germany, who being fick, gave. his Money tg the Hoſt, 
w.. ic helay, and being recovered, he demanded it, which he 
denying, the Souldier ſued him ; bat the Hoſt forſwore it againſt , pinceline lik 
his Conſcience, and preſently the Devil carcied bim away in the : demirac: 
preſenceof the Court, nor could he ever after be heard of @. b Heavens A- 
Tis as one calls it, A God provoking, anda Devil impowering \2rm te Jurcrs 
fin, 6. It ſoprovoked the Lords wrath agaioſt the Chriſtiars 

in the Holy Land, and ſo impowered the deviliſh Turks, that they 
prevailed ſtill againſt them, and over-came them after that 4/- 

merick King of the Holy Land, the 5oth after Godfry, bad \\roke 

his Faith, and violated his Oath, whicb he had made with Elba © © Hift: of 
deck the Caliph, and his Vicegerent ; after this, he was ſoon van *** a 
quiſhed in the field, the Lord forſaking the Chriſtians, and eakin;: a —_ 
part with their foes : ſo that ( as our famous HNtorian ſpeaks) 6, Pſal:5:6 
though the Croſſe of Chrift, on which he ſuffered, was brovghe Wild: 1:11 + 
into the Field, by the Chriſtians, ( as their laſt Refogs ) yet | 
ſich they tad forſworn theaiſelves in his Name, thatwas cruc fi- 
cd thereon, and ſo prophanned it, they could not ſtand, but were 
deſtroyed. The Soldan Sanar, bing ſoddenly invaded by At. 
werick,, drewin the Turk Syracen to their Aid, whoſe Nephew 
Sa/adine, 


ourof the Holy Land. If the mouth that fpeaketh lies (hall be de- 
ſtroyed, how much more fhall his be thac ſwears them ? Very 
well known is the Hiſtory of Vladiſlaus King of Hungary, who 
having ſealed and ſworn a Trace, with Amwerath the ſecond preat 
4 Knots his Turkiſh d, Emperor,(ard chat,as my Author faith, the moſt ad» 
Turkiſh Hiſt.” vantagious for Chriſtians, that ever was) yet was he by ZEaxgenius 
pag: 297, and the Pope commanded, and by Cardinal 7atian, and other Bi- 
= Hiſt*# ſhops perſwaded, to break the ſame, and to provoke the Turk to 
"—_ renew the War; and though Y14diſlaxs for a while prevailed in 
the Fight, ( he being now far ſtronger inthe Field than before ) 
yet 83S ſoon as Amnrath had drawn out the Truce, (Yladiſlaxs 
had ſworn, and ſealed ) and (ſpread it before heaven, and invoca- 
red, revenge from Chriſt, on the Chriſtians, for propbaning his 
Name, by this fin, ſaying, If tho art the true God ( as the Chri- 
fttans affirm ) ſhveW then thy juſtice on theſe perfidious perſons, who 
. ſay they are thy ſervants : and loe immediately the Day was loft, 
the Buttel turned, 'and /ladiſlare, Julian, and 30000. pertidions 
Chriſtians loſt their lives, and periſhed in their fin: And if God 
bath thus remarkably from heaven revealed his wrath on all ſuch, 
as are guilry of this ſin, (hall we think they were greater in this 
fin than others, in this Land, as. Chriſt ſpeaks, - e, ſurely no z 
there be thouſands inthis Land are guilty of this fin, 28 well as 
they, and unleſs we repent , we ſhallall periſh, for very few of 
# Secthe Invir, ®8Es CAN free themſelves fromit: for ſo | find ina late Invitati» 
0 a Faſt tn the ON £0 Obſerve a ſolemn Faſt rhrougbour the Land, f. char Oaths 
Land, Mar:26 are put in among other ſins of the Land, provoking the Lord to 
1 656, wrath ; and ſurely if any Oathes are to be repented of, then 
much more ſach whereby men ſwear falfly, of which there are 

Threeſorts : 

As Firſt, To affirm a falſhood by an Oath, under which eſpe- 
cially are comprehended all falſe Wicneſſes, and Jurors, and 
truly *cis to be feared, ſuch are moſt of ur Taleſmen, and hackny 
Jurors, at our Seſſions, and Aﬀizes, who ſwear only for hire, and 
for gain go oneither ſide uſually, perverting judgement,and erath, 

£ Rev:22:15 without fear, *Tis a great ſia to make a Lie, for it bars from hea- 
b 2Ki"g:5:25, yen, g. butgreater to ſtand ina Lie, and defend ir, as Gehezj 
L "NN al did, h. which brought on him Naamans Leprofie ; bur the 
k Mat, 26; 62, greateſt ſin of the Three, is to ſwear a Lie, as thoſe ſons of Belial 
62, Gid. t> tike away the life of innocent Aaboth, 5, and thoſg 
per jared perſons that ſwore 232 inſt Chrilt, &, *Tis 
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:- *Tis a (in zgainſt the lighr of Conkcience,, derogating from All 
the Attributes of God ; when men tremble nor ac his ſinre- 
venging Juſtice, nor fear his ſoveraign power, and greatneſs, 
norareawed with his all- ſeeing wiſdom, and truth, who is the 
ſearcher of the hearts, and will render-to every man according to 
his works : O what deſperate folly is if again(t ll theſe, for men 
ro put bis holy and dreadful Name to char, which chetr own Con- 
ſcience tells them is « falſhood ? What other is it but. a bold 
and impudent aſſerting of a Lie before Chriſt the juſt Judge of 

uick anddead ? *Tis a prophane and deſperate invocating of 
God to bewitne(s to a Lie, asif ke were the patron of it, or ap- 
proved it, when he infinitely logths and abhors ir, and hath ofc : 
plagued (uch as have preſomed fo to do; 35 Anne Avery, a Wor {,329 In bis 
man in, Weedſtreer in London, who ſwearing a Lie, was ſtruck p;., 
ſpeechleſs in theplice, and caſt up her excrements ac her mouth, 
with horrible ſtink, /, So alſo EarlGedwiz in this Land, who 
flew King Alfreds Brother,of which he dei agents by the King, ? 
he not only denied it, but forſwore ir, wiſhing the bread he was ,, Hollingſbe 
about to cat, might choak him, if he were guilty of the Fa; but /brux. is tic 
loe, no ſooner were the words ſpoken, but God vindicated his life of King, 
honour ; ſo that the bread, according to his wiſh, choak'd him, 414. 
and ſo he periſhed ; a fearful ſpeRacle of Gods indignation, and 
the Sea, not long after, devoured: his Land, which to this day are 
calicd by his name. Ex/cbims tells us of three notorious perſons 
thag conſpired falſly to accuſe Narciſſms, Biſhop of Feruſalem, 
and.co athrm their Lie, one of them w.th:d he migh; be conſamed 
with fire if he ſwore not the truth, »» The ſecond wiſhed, that 
fome grievous and deadly Diſeaſe might ſeize on hum, if be ſwore, ©, 
falfly, 0.  Andthe third wiſhed be might be {trucken blind, it 7,250 a 
he were perjured: And oe for their pet jury, according to their Murbus regins: 
imprecations, God plzgued each of them : for the firſt had his 
Wife, himſelf, and Children, with his boufe, and all he had, 
burnt with fire from "ye" : The ſecond periſhed by a feartul 
and violent Diſeaſe : IV thicc was (o terrified with the juſtice of 
God on his wicked Confederates, that he penitently confeſſed the 
perjury, and tnourned fo long, and bitterly, under the ſenſe of 
this horrid fin, ( for which, he obta:ned not pardon) une) he had 
wept cut hiseyes; and ſo God made him as a ſpeRacle of his ju» 
ſtice, in his bliadneſſe:. ſoa ſv x monument of his Mercy, in gi- 
viwg bim repentance to mourn ſo lamentadly for this horrid fin, 
| | hoes : which 
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which was not quite expinted till his imprecation was fulfilled upon 
; Nox remit- him, and hiseyes expunged : And woewillbe co thoſe, who be- 
iy peccatum jnp guilty of this fin, do not repent muck, and ſpeedily, making 
__— _ alſo fatisfaRion, as much as in them lyeth,for the injuries done by 
Lift: 54 b their perjury, o, Gud pardons not the offence till chy Brother 
p Mat:5:24 bereconciled, p. orthou eudeavour reſtitution, 
| The fecond ſort that ſwear falfly(who are not fo bud altogether, 
although guilty of a great fin ) are fuch, who being ignorant of the 
ecrath, yer doubtingly, and rafhly, without certain Knowledge, 
q Jer:4:2 Faith, and q. Judgement, confirm the ſame by an Oath to 
be truth, for though the thing they confirm were truth, yet they 
not knowing itſo, and yet by Oath affirming it that they know 
it ſo, ſwear falſly, for in ſwearing they pretend to know that, 
which indeed they know not, and ſo inreference to them ris falſe 
they ſwear, though in it ſelf the thing may be true they ſwear : 
X this God accounts lying, and an Oath being added to it, makes ir 
q Plal:15:2 Perjury, For to Lie, is to ſpeak againſt thar, which he thinks in 
Mentire , eff his mind; fuch ſwearing the truth, but not from the heart, as God 
contre mentem requires, q. ſwear a Lic, becauſe they know not ehey ſwear 
me: Plin: t:uth. Now Liarsare from their father the Devil , and his works 
rloho 3:45 they do, r. and to ſwear 2 Lic is one of the greateſt aperava- 
tions of it ; for the Devil will ſpeak truth, but not eruly, not after 
a right manner, nor for a right end; *cis to equivocate, deceive, 
and hurt mens ſouls ; as in Adam: tentation, he told the woman, 
if they did eat, they ſhould be as Gods, which if underſtogd of 
ſGen.3:s Angdsfallen is a truth ; but if of the bleſſed Trinity, or holy 
Angels, as he would have Eve underſtand it, wasa Lie, /: So 
the ſpirit of Python in the Maid, confeſſed Paul! and Sy/as to be 
the ſervants of the moſt high God, which (hewed to them the 
rAQs 16:17 way of Salvation, e&. but this was for ill ends; as that he 
might be acknowledged a God, in ſpeaking rroth, or to uphold 
the falſe tenant of many gods, or provoke St. Paxl, and commend 
his own Oracles; or laſtly, by this means to hinder the preaching 
of the Goſpel, and to raiſe perſecution againſt the Apoſtles, 
which accordingly took effeR ; for Panlgrieved in Spirit, could 
no longer endure the Devils approbation, when they had the 
v As 16: 17, power of Chriſt in their Miniſtry to confirm the Dotrine they 
&c,to25 preached, w. but turning, commanded the Spirit in the Maid, 
in the Name of Chri't, ro come out of her, and when her Maſters 
ſawthe hope of cheir gain was gone, they raiſcd p—_ 
again 
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And truly *tis to be feared, a great part of the knowing men of 
the Land are guilty of this fin, (wearing ignorantly, doubtingly, 
or ralbly ; witneſle thoſe Oathes taken ta the Univerſities,toob :- 
ſerve the Statutes thereof, when Schollars are Matriculated, or 
take Degrees, when ſcarce one of a hundredknoweththem : The 
Oachs tieretofore uſuaily taken by Majors, Burgeſles, Sheriffs, 
Common Counci!-mea, Citizens, Free-holders, and Tenants, in 
their Cities, Towns, Conrts, Atſemblics, which aſuaily were igno+ 
rantly, or doub:fully taken, 'or carelcily and neg; igently per- 
formed ; yea, worſe than theſe are the Oaths which Judpes, Ser- 
ceants at Law, Apprentices to the Law, and Clerks, and other 
Officers in Chancery, Inns of Court, and other Courts take, ig- 
norantly or prophanely, many. of chem, without avy intention, 
. or purpoſe to keep them, for-uſually fr Bjibes and exceſſive 
Fees, (which now abounds more than ever ; witneſfſe the weaith 
not only the Judges and Lawyers bave gotten, 'but even their 
Clerks, Regiſters, and other Officers. far ſurpuling ſ-me Knights, 
or Eſquires eſtates) they have turned judgement into wo: mwood, 
and have left of righteouſneſle in the earth, and oft ſome of them 
ple:d againſt their Conſciences, in moſt unjuſt canſes, helping 
therein to oppreſfe the poor, fatherleſſe, and widow, againſt 
ſuch God complains and threatens raine: w, Nor greall our 
Juſtices of the Peace, Bayliffs, Conſtables, Head- borronghs, 
Church. wardens, Overſeers of the Poor, and High-wayes, Ty- 
thing-men, Jaylors, and other inferiour Officers, eſpecially moſt 
of your Atcorneys, Under Sheriffs, 'Bayliffs; &c. tree from this 
ſin; many of them ignorantly, raſhly, withoat faith, reverence, 
knowledge, or judgement, taking their Oxhes, for honour, or 
profit; and uſusily without fear, or care tor avoid perjury, con- 
tinu'mg in, »nd executing their Offices; and therefore God may 
juſtiy ( as he chrezrers) call rhe Husbandman to mourning, and 
ſuch as are $kilfu] of lamentation to wailing, becauſe he w'll paſſe 
through the Land in wrath, x, Nay, I amefraid, fome of our 
Nobles, and our late Parliament Men, our valiant Commanders, 
and reverend Miniſters,cannot wholly vindicate themſelves from 
this fin ; much1-ſſe can many of the Common Sovldiers, ard 
Country people of the Land, who took the Oathes of Allegiance, 
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phet, f- As alſo to ſhew, #3 dich, Tehat he will revenge f Jer.34,10 


the breach of Oath, and Coyenant made o men, as much as if *Ecven. Exp, 
it had deen mideto himſelf; he had prophaned Gods Name, © 3 


and God would not hold him puiltleſs, bur his imprecation (hill 
fall on his own head, for his pzrfidiouſneſſe, which indeed was 
fulfilled on him, and his, in ſeverity, g. when his Children and 
Nobles were {]ain before his face, and then his eyes put out, and 


be himſelf carried Captive into Babylon, and kept there till the Jere$3. 3 


day of his death, - 

And yetalas, our Land is too much guilty of this crying ſcan- 
dalou: fia, which cryes aloud for vengeance ; for ſuch were, and 
are, for the moſt part, the Oaths that have been taken by Papilts, 
and Church-Proteſtants againſt the Popes Supremacy, the Oath 
of Abjaration, which thouſands never intend co keep, they ha- 
ving their Diſpenſations, Equivocations, mrntal Reſervations, 
and ſecret Evaſions, to delude God, the Magiltrates, but chiefly 
chemſclves ; for in their bearts chey are ſtill reſolved to yield O- 
bedience to the See of Rowe, and beleeve Tranſubftantiation, 
and Pargatory ; uſe Pilgrimages, and Prayersto, and for the 
Dead : yea, ſome Proteſtants are roo much Jeſuited, who took 
the former Oaths, Proteſtation, and Covenant, when in the very 
taking ofthem (1 fear ) they inteaded nor to keep them , for 
genetally the Country took one, or more of theſe, for fear, ra- 
ther than love, by conſtraint, rather than willingly ; for ſelf- 
ends, andnot for Gods glory, Generally, the whole Nation 
feared notan Oath, but ſomeeither ignorantly, raſhly, or pre- 
ſumptaouſly cook them ; or whichis worſe, teſolved prophanely 
and perfidiouſly not to keepthem: like thoſe that took the Co- 
venant in 7:/5as dayes in faiſhood, h, returning unto the Lord 


feignedly: Nor to this day is there any fit means uſed (as 1 know i Emman.Sa. 
of ) to remove the guilt of this erying ſin from the Land, which pb. tir. de 


in the opinionofan enlightned Jeſnite, #. | is greater than Mur- 
ther : Therefore one long ſince wiſhed, That as the Murtherer 


in our Land, for Murder, was hanged by the Neck ; ſo the Per- $idio, oye, 


jured perſon for his ſin, might be by the Tongue: kh. And 
though we puniſh not ſo ſeverely this fin, as other Nations have 


done, and God hath qut of his patience, and goodneſle, forbore auivccation, 
with us, thereby leading us to Repentance, yettheir Damnation <4 5. 


ſlumbrerhnot, that ſhall co their lives end, perfilt in the fame ; 
God will haſten bis vengeance, on calt ſuch out of his ſight, 
2 ( IT: 


52 | 
Iier.14.12 ( as the Prophet ſpeaks) U. (52) if they continue, in this ſin, 
God willnet hear them. Gr«d hathoft, and clearly forbad this 
w# Deut.23 21 Gn, ;, and threatned ſoch with the loſſe of Heaven: ». And 
_ 5%?» the cruly godly have kept their Oath, though it were to their own 
nPlal.1g.g Þurt, as 7oſ2ua, and the godly Princes, fephtah, and others: 
Revel.22.15 Yes, *tis the mark of a true Chriſtian, that he feareth an Oath ; 
o Eccleſ.g.2 «,, . I have opened my mouth to 7:hovah, ſaith 7epthah, and 1 
pIudg.11:35 coannotrecal it : p. he was content to put an end to his Poſte. 
rity, rather tizen ro commit Perjury, And fo zealous was 
7oſpna, and the Princes, having ſworn to the Gibeonires, that 
when the Army would have deſtroyed them, they cryed oor, 
We have ſworn to them by Jehovah God of 1/-ael, and we may 
q Ex00.23.23 not touchthem : No, though they were a people of the Hevites 
( who were expreſly, and by name, commanded of God to be 
rooted out) q. thovghthey were Lyars, Deceivers, and Coun. 
terfeits, and over-reached, and as it werederided I2/x4, and the 
Princes, by feigning themſelves Embaſladours from a far Coun. 
try, which they avowed by their vynowed Bread, and patched 
Cloaths, clouted Shooes, and rent Bottles, nay, though Gods 
command ( of deſtroying tbem ) long preceded the Peace, they 
»loſh.g.37 hadgranted them, of ſparing them: and though the Oath and 
Promiſe they made was with a People a far off, for ſo the 1/rac- 
lite; had told them: r, If they dwelt amongſt them they could 
not make a Peace with them, becauſe God had forbidden it : 
Nay, thongh this Peace was made withour warrant from the 
/ Toſh.g.z4 Lord, /. nor could they challenge ( as our famous Hiſtorian 
ſpeaks) the witneſs of the true God, in whom tbey beleeved 
2 Rewleizhe not, t, andtherefore if ever any man might have ſaved him- 
Hiſt. of tke ſelf by Evaſion, or Deluſion, /o/5#a might have done it, with- 
Worle,l,2.4.6, out Equivocations, or mental Reſervations. Yet to the end 
fees, (faith he ) that the faithleſſe ſabtilty of man ſhould borrow nos 
thing in future, from his example ( who knew well that the Pro- 
miſes made in the Name of the living God, were madeto God, 
and not to the dying man ) he held his Oath and Promiſe firm, 
and inviolzble (though they to whom he ſwore were «o: ſhippers 
of Devils ) for 'cis not #5 faithleſſe men take it (faith be ) that 
he which ſwears toa Man, Society, Stare, or King, and ſwears by 
the Name of the living God, and in his preſence, that che Pro- 
miſe, if it be broken, is broken to a Man, Society, State, 'or 
Prince; butthe Promiſe made in the Name 07 God, is broken 
£9 
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to God.* Tis him we nepleR herein, and profeſle we fear himnor, 
but ſ:r him at nought, and defie him. And not only the goily, 
but the very Heathen abhorred breach of Oath and Covenant to 
men (though chey ſwore by falſe Gods) Marcxs Attilins Rev 
gulas is famous hereinamongſt the Romans, who being taken by 
the { ar:/hagipians priſoner inthe War, .had leave to go back to 
Rome, on his Parol, taking his Oath, That he would return again 
as their Priſoner, if he effefted not what was deſired by the Car- 
thaginians;z which he beirg nut able to accompliſh, yet for his PER 
Oaths (ke (though he knew the Carthaginians would kill him, ;, py "EY 
on his rervrn ) he returned back unto them, s. chufirg rather Cap. 15 2 
to endoretheir Cruelty, than tro commit Perjury. In ſuch high 
eſteem, and honour, was the Religion of an Oath, even amongſt 
the Heathen. . *Tis indeed a greet fin for a ſen to break his Pro- 
miſe With, or toalter che Decd of his Father ; but greater for a 
State, Kingdom, or Prince, to break thoſe contrats made infor. 
mertimes : witneſſe Saul; breaking the Oath of xs, and the 
Princes ( though it were 400. years after it was made : , (And 
this I inftznce in, left any ſhould think /o/oxa, andthe Princes, 
erred in keeping the Covenant wich the Gbeonjtesafore-named ) 
which provoked the Lord ſo much, thateven in holy Davids 
dayes, God ſent a Famine for three years on the whole Land, 
nor Was his wrath appeaſed, ti'l ſeven of Saxls Grand-children 
were delivered to be execured, on a Gallows, by the oppreſſed 
Gibeonites, Therefore we may not think to make void our Oaths m 
by new coyned Diſtinftioas, forged Eyaſions, God-mockiag > _— 
Equivocations, to ſweat one thing, ( as my learned Author loop lib.z cap.6, 
before our Troubles ſpake) x. by the Name of the living (e&.8, 
God, and toreſerve in ſilence, a contrary intent : for then the 
life and ctates of Men, the Faith of SubjeRs co Kings, of Ser- 
vants to their Maſters, of Vaſlais to their Lords, of Wives to 
their 3osbands, of Children co their Parents, and of all eryals 
of Right, willnot only be made uncertain, but a'l Chains where y Pet. Lumb, 
by Fr-c-men are tyedin the world, be co:nalunder. For bv his 'i? 3 — 
Ozth. 2 man aſſures others, thze his » ords are true, as G-g, —— 
wiom he invocates, is true ; and (-cretly, or 2xpreſly imprecates rm dupliciier 
2 Curſe on himſelf, if they be not true: Therefore, ſaith che peccar. quit & + 
Schoolman, heis doubly guilty, char ſwears traudulencly ; firſt, 299en 461 in 
Becauſe he cakes Gods Name in vain: and ſecondly , Deceives his —_ knkes 
Neighbour when he ſweareth falſhood, y, Bat he that lovetb | 
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3Rev.12.15 or maketh a Lie, ſhall be damned, and much more he that ſwears 
Pla.15-4 him, z, Let a man oſe never ſo great art, or cunning in 
216d 1b 4+ {wearing, yet God doth value the Oath, according totheir ſenſe 
{am. bono c«pis tO »hom the Oath is made. a, Faith is to be kept in an Oath 
13 ( faith St. Hierom ) becauſe we are not to regard man, to whom 
we ſwear; but God, by whom we ſwear. 6. They are Perjured 
perſons, ſaith St. Auguſtine, who preſerving the words, with 
ſome Sopliſm, deceive the expeRation of them, ro whom they 
c Aug, ix Gen, have (worn, c, Therefore God fore-ſeeing that in the laſt days 
this tin ſhould abound, and knowing that mans beart was de- 
ceitful above all things, and deſperatly wicked, he plainly com- 
mands i: his Law, that that man that ſwears, ſhould nor ſwear 
d Levit. 19.12 faſly, d, for thereby he (ſhould p:ophane his Name, If by 
an Oath he hath bound himſelf, be ſhall doaccording to all that 
e Numb, 30. 2 proceedeth out of bis mouth, he ſhall not bresk his word, e, 
God will ſorely require it, that thou keep thy Oath, or elſe 
FGen.g.s plzgue thee for it, according to thy d:ſert ; for ſo mach the word 
Deit.18.19 & ccquiring ſignifies. Fi That which is gone out of thy lips, thou 
©3.38 ſhalt keep, and perform, according as thou kaft vowed to the 
Lord thy God, and as thou haſt promiſed with thy mouth, 7, 
£ Deute23-21] The Law ( ſaiththe Apoſtle ) under the Goſpel is made to con- 
demn ſuck, þh, and theyaregiven over to vild affeRtion, and 
to a Reprobate mind, as the Romans Were, who knowing the 
. jadgment of God, that they which commit this fin are worthy of 
O—_—_— death, yet notonly do the ſame, but have pleaſure in them that 
os. dothem, s. Truce-breakers, and Traytors, are two of the 
gether. numbcr of thoſe Hypocrites that ſhall come inthe latter days, &. 
k z Tim.z.3, who as Fannes and /ambres reſiſted foſes, fo ſhall they the 
48 erueh, 

And yet alas, thangh God is ſo ſevere againſt this ſin, and 
requires ſuch ſinceriry, and ſimplicity, inall our Oaths and Pro- 
miſes we make, to God, and Men: yet how mightily hath this 
ſin prevailed in theſe latter dayes amongſt us, Men making breach 
of Oaths, a matter of cuſtom, not Conſcience, under preterce 
of honeſt publick intentions, and neceſſity for publick ends ; vio- 
lating the Oaths, Covenant, Proteſtation, Engagements before- 
named, which we promiſed to obſerve, and keep, and to perform 
the things, eſpecially contained in the Covenant of the Three 
Nztions, as we would anſwer for our Perjury at the Great Day, 
when the ſecrets of all mens hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, and every 
man 


b Hierom Com. 
in Exe;.cap.17 


b 1 Tim.1:.10 


man ſhall receive according co what he. hath done in the fleſh, - 
whether it begood, orevil. Now for us co violate thoſe Oaths, 
and perfidiouſly to break any Article thereip, ( which is in our 1Rom.z.8, 
power, and lawfully we may obſerve ) under pretence, that good Fu/tmp:inon 
may come thereby will not ( as the Apoſtle faith ) then, our hems illis 
damnation be juſt? /. The Jews might not break a Ceremo- any — 
nial Precept, much leſſe a Moral, under pretence of any good to ,g ; ; 
come thereby: it loſt Sau/ his Kingdom for offering Sacrifice, Hoc peceatum 
and not obeying Gods command, under pretence that the people ®/phemim 
fled from him, and he was afraid the Philiſtims would come op 27% Pail 
him, before he had Prayzed, and craved Gods afliſtance, - av. ſenſu Tart 
Uzz loſt his life, for couching the tortering Ark, though with « Do#rjne, Amb, 
good intent to ſtay ir z for ſo *tis ſaid, the Oxen ſhook ir, nes inc, 
vertheleſſe the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt him, ſo  ' Sam,i3:12 
that he ſmote him for his Error preſently. ». St. Auguſtine? a —_— 
allows not a man to tell a Lie, though it were to ſave his life, or 14.5 .c 5 
another mans life; and hegives a good reaſon for it, tor thereby i Gregor: lib: 
he deſtroyes his own ſoul. o. and Gregory, and Innocentins Mor: 18: in 
fay theſamez p, otherwiſe Petey had not ſinned in denying #92 cp: >. 
his Maſter: And if Chriſtians may not tell ſo much as an offici- 2 _ 
ous Lie, for the ſaving of their own, - or their Brothers life, © 
( which is the greateſt good, can be performed, or pretended by 

any) much leſſe may they prophanely, or perfidiguſly ſwear a 

Lie, ( by violating their Oaths, and Covenants fo ſolemnly 

ſworn unto) under pretence of recefli:y, or publick good ; 

Davil prayes againſt ſuch curſed Hypocrifie, and God-mock- 

ing flattery, Encline not my heart unto any «vil thing, to pre= _ 
tend pretences in wickedneſle, with men that work iniquity, let ? A _—_— 
me not cat of their dainties: q. So Ainſworth tranſlates it: _—— 
And Dav1i4 gives the reaſon of it in another P/a/m; r. Asfor place 

thoſe that turn a(ide ro their own crooked wayes, to which Satan r Pial.z 25.4.5 
and their own deceitful heaits lead them, the Lord (hall lead 

them forth with the workersof iniquity : Oras the Chalae Para- 

phraſe, He will lead them co Hell, and cheir part ſhall be with 

the workers of iniquity ; but Peace (hali be on /ſrael, ( viz. ſuci 

as are upright.in heatr, to pay the Promiſe, as 1/rae/dii, /. [5007 53.3 
And if any man, to free himf*lf from Perjary, ſhall ſay when te c—_— "__ 
rook thoſe Oaths and Covenant, he <quivocaced, and had hig OE 
mental Reſervation, &c. he d,th not iurely thereby exte..nate, 
but rather aggravate his offence; for in his ſwearing and Cove- 
naming 


naming, he profeſſed God to be the Anthor of Truth (who | 
cannot deceiy:, nor be deceived ) whom he invocated to wit-. 
ncfſe the truth, and fincerity of Agreement, b-tween his words: , 
and heart; imploring his vengeance, if tic ſpeak not the truch : 
when neverthr!:ile by bis £qu vocation, ad reſervacions, by his 
Lies, and pertid1--v\nefſe, he endeavours to deceive God, and 
doth deceive }imfelf, and the Perſons to whom, and with whom, 

* and before whom he (wears: But let ſuch know, God will not 


»#Gilb? be mocked; t. bur what a man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap « with 

- 4 PC.18, 25,26 the uv right ſwearer chat fe.reth »1n O th, God will (hew him- 
+2532 , , , ; G d 

ſelf upright, tr. in keeping Oath, and Promiſe to ſuch : But 

with the perverſe, and freward, who bave in their Oaths, ſuch 

wrenches, and F vaſions, God will ſlew himſelf awry, for Guds 

«Rom, 2,18, Wrathis revealed from Heav:n againſt all ſuch, «., and 'cis to 


3j3 be feared ſuch are blinded in their fins, or given over to arepro- 
bate mind, who prophanely ſport with theſe holy things, and 
yet think they fin nor, but play as Sampſon with his Cords, faſt 
and looſe, as pleaſeth them: Juil hike him, whom the Oratour 
wClſerolis; ſpeaks of, w. who boing a Rowan>ouldicr, captiveat { arthrge, 
de Offc: z was granted his Parol ( on his Oath ) to return again intoPriton 
thither, within a perfixed time; whe as ſon as he was out of 
Carthage, returned unto the Priion again, pretending he had 
forgot Thing bebind, which ther- he would fetch ( intend- 
ing thereby to elude his Oath ) which done, he came to Rome, 
and there (tayed longer then his Parol allowed him, telling the 
Senate, he was freed from his Oath, by reaſon of his former re- 
rurn : butthe Grave Senators, underſtanding of his fraud, ſeng 
forth-with this Perjured fellow, back to Carthage, bound with . 
Cords, to ſhew their diſl.ke of ſuch deceit, and cquivocation in 
an Oath, though it were made to an Enemy ; well xnowing, that 
fraud, and deccit in an Oath, doth not leflen Perjury, but make 

it more heynous, 
And leſt any man ſhould plead the wickedneſle of the perſon, 
x Fallere fal- gr gerlons, ro whom the Oath, or Covenant were made, might 
"hv ff cif.obiuge them, ler r!:erw remember the Gibeonires forementio- 
L ivizs de betty ned, wi10 were 1lolaters, and Deceivers them(ſcives, wich whom 
pur.lib,2 fr-ud may be uſed if witheny. x. And theſc Carthaginians, 
y Punicafider: who were faithl. fl, and perfidious, even ro a proverb. yy, Bur 
you my ſee by t!:44c Eximple:, that both Religious and Hea- 
then Princesabhurccd chis ſia. Infomuch that Cicero (aith, ſuch 
as 


as.uſe theſeEvaſions and Au they ſeek-out but for a ſhift- 

ing hole, for their Perjury, a And indeed any thing may rather 

ſubrilly be excuſed than an Oath, in which the leaſt deceir, is an + Cicero libs 

heyaous (in, and pulls down ſpeedy vengeance on him that uſeth off. zo, 

it; Witneſs 4r75s, that Blaſphemous Heretick : this was the _ 

grand.ſin that filled up the Meaſare of his wickedneſs, aod puta ,,1Q eccle] 

periodto his imfamons life, «. for being compelled by (n- Fob. 

ſtantine, that godly Emperouc, fot the peace of the Church ) to ſcol:imer:libry 

deliver his Subſcription, to the general Council of A{;ce, and co pag:135.136 

avouch his integritythereunto, ro ſubſcribeit, by xn Oarh, he con- 299 auſe- 

ſeoted hereunts ; dat-before-he did ir, he wrote his damnable He- wu CE 

reſic.in a Paper (8s his deſperate wicked heare hid invented tO qppij derofabi- 

Elude his Oath ) and this paper he pur ſecretly nnder his cloathes {em recordantes 

in his boſom ; and then being urged, after he had written his ſub- inerinen. 

ſctiption, to thetruth, ( confirmed in the Council of Nice )' to 

ſwear, That he had wricten according to the tryth in his heart ; be 

clapt his hand on his boſom, and ſwote he had written as he did 

eruly beleive in his heart ; meaning in the Paper in his boſom : 

- which tbe good Emperour, and his Followets, underſtood adwthe 

Papers he had ſabſcribed. But the Almighries Eye beheld his trea- 

chery, and his wrath was kiadled againſt him, xnd-his Perjury, bis 

damnation flumbred nor ; for no ſooner was he ont of the Caurr, 

going in trivmph into the City, to glory oyer his foes, ( the holy 

Biſhop Al«x andy, and his Orthodox Adherents ) burtlee, when g pal. 20.354 

he came ioto the place called orftantines Market place, he was Verbs fmilia 

ſtrucken ſaddenly, with the cerrorgof the Almighty (as the Pſal- ſ4gi1% «cntis 

miſt ſaith) 5. for his deceirfal tongue, there was given to him, fit ke. 

the ſharp Arrows of the mighty One, and coals of Juniper,which ur freſenaiſ- 

ſo burned in his belly, char it made him with-draw bebind” the prom mortem 

Merket-pizcs; where a Privy was, where, with his Excretaemts, be afferentiaadevg; 

voided out his Entrails, und a multitndeof Bloud, and his Liver, 9 vium quic- 

with his Spleen, of which, he immediately died : God in his Ju- 144f conf 

ſice for his Blaſpherny, Perjury;and Hypoctific, (triking him with ay 

a Judgment proportionable ro his fin; for he had hid bis wicked- in ts: 

neis in his inward parts,therefore God will openly diſcover both 

it, and/them, he had deceived, and mocked good men : now his 

decciptin'his Breaſt, is diſcovered, and he's made a ſpectacle and 

derifion to Angels, and Men: The Almighty caught him in bis 

craftinefſe, and his devices were carried head-long, c,' And thus ; Job6.z3 

is he made a Monument of divine Vengeance to all men, who 
| thought 


5 - 
thought to delude and deceive all : Inſomuch (as my Author ſaith) 
all men paſſing by, with their finger pointed at the place, record- 
' 4 Heoft: 1ib:2 ing the deteſtable death of Arrius. Twas therefore a good Leflon 
849: 21 de ſalute Acoſta the Jeſuite taught his Perjured brethren, d, That men 
— he ovghtnotto Lie, though it wereto gainall the Barberiaxs to the 
oy ny Faith ; audhe ſaid no more, than St, Jug»ftine long before had 
f Again: 22d: done, that a man might not Lie to his Neighbour, though it were 
queſt:119, Ar: to procure his Salvation, e, And if he mightnot Lie, much leſſe 
2 C: might he ſwear a Lie, for though it were true ( Which yet indeed 
bog ara is falſe) (as che Jeſaites affirms) that theofficious, and jocoſous 
the old Ecrour Lies, be venial ſins, f. yec even theſe when they are ſworn unto, 
of the Priſcillia- and copfirmed by an Oath, become pernitious, as Toler, a chief 

nifts : Cui de- Father, amongſt them ſhewerh. g, 
_— u0 Ina word, an Oath being the end of all Contention, b. all 
a _— Nations, by the Law of Nature, have condemned this fin, and 
propter alicujus Pr®vided puniſhment for the Perjurers, that wilfully cranſgreſſe 
ſalurem meniire herein, ſome adjudged themto be whipped ; others to be hanged, 
ants 0 others to be ſlit in the Noſe, others to be branded in the Fore- 
po ka — of head, others to loſe their Ears, others to be bored thorow the 
non Cyedipro- 1 0ngue, 5. The Judicial Law of God was amongſt the Jewes, 
Freri bona66n- that he (houldſuffer che evil, or loſſe, which by his Perjury,he bad 
ſcientiayoſſis : brought ot another; as ancye, foran eye; a hand, fora hand, 
=_ morde 36d life, forlife, k&, Thus S»/anna, her falſe Witneſſes, are ſto- 
rs «exe; ned to death, which death they intended againſt her. 1, And 
 Aug.ad Conſen, Daniels are caſt to the Lyons, who by their malice and Perjuty kad 
64913: 10m:4: cauſed him to be caſt to them, ws. And though this ſin may e- 
heap in- (cape the puniſhment of men, yer. ſhall ic nat the Judgement of 
—_ 7: a © God, », forſothe holy Shoſt tells us, a falſe Witneſſe (ſhall net 
Pect C4): 54 * be unpuniſhed, and he that ſpeaks Lies ſhall not eſcape. Plntarch 
þ Heb. 6.16, gives us a notable Example hereof, in one Cleomenes, o. who 
5 Dr. Wbizes having made a Truce with the Argives, for ſeven dayes; when be 
1 - <x—a way ot obſerved them the third night, to be careleſſe of their Watch,and 
a 4 we. t9, og Live® to ſleep ( in confidence of the Truce made) he aroſe in the 
IHift.of Su. Night, and ſeized on the Cicy, and flew ſome, and captivated 0- 
ſama thers : But when they complained againſt him, for his Perjury, 
m Dane6.24 gnd violationof the Truce made ; he Replyed, Hz: Covenanted 
- ng for ſeven Dayes, the Nights were not added inthe Oath : But 
: " God ſuffered not this Perjured Commander, to prevail, for the 
Women of the City, he had eaken, took Arms out of the Temples 
of theix god, and with chem executed Vergeance 00 his Army, 
and 
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(59 
and at laſt he bimſelf was ſtricken Pk Madnefs, ſo th:t he woftz- 
ded himſelf with a Dagper,and lic his body from his Ancle-bones 
uato his Vital ports, 2nd (o langu:ſhing, drawing his mouth aſide, 
he ended his perfidious life, as a fearful Example of Gods wrath 
a24inſt this fin revealed from heaven. 
Sich then God isſo ſevere a revenger of this, fin, and the Oaths 
an4 Covenant we have taken do oblige us faithfully to obſerve 
the things contained therein, (0 far as they are lawful, good, and 
poſſible ro be kept. Lets all, in cheſe Three Nations, that are 
guilty any wayes of this ſin, humble oar ſelves for it, confeſle it, 
and forſake it; for if we hide ir, we ſhall not proſper, nor obtain 
Mercy forit, p, O lets not with the wicked pretend pretences, a . 
or invent excuſes, to extenunte it or paint-it over, by equivecati> f 7% 23-133 
on, or mental reſervations, - ( that-we. had in che takiog of any of 
them) or think by apy private.interpretation of our own, to elude 
them, or by any. Napkins that others may bring, ſuppoſe that we | 
may,wipethem out, by any new Oath, or Engagements made, 9, —_—_— 
and fo think they are fruſtrace, or repealed, fafer and happier will 2. io loc. 
it be for us, to fear alwayes, as its in the next verſe,that ſo wemay 
be brought to Repenrance : for he that hardeneth his heart in ic, 
ſhall fall into miſchief, f. And ernly, unleſſe we, throughoat r See Tur: netes 
this Land, do repent of this fin, as Chriſt tells us twice, we ſhall I Prov 28.24 
all periſh, /. there's no Appeal frem this Judge, [Luk:13-5:5 
Secondly, Sith we have lifted op our Hands to Heaven, and 
opened our Mouths to the Lord, and ſo cannot go back from the 
Oaths, proteſtation, and Covenant, we bave made ( as Fepths 
aid) et. Lets ( as weexpeRto ſtand before Chriſts Tribunal * 9998-11-35 
with Joy, and receivethe bleſſed ſentence from-bim) obſerve, and 
do the things we have promiſed, ſo far as they are lawfal, juſt, good, 
and poſſible, ( which are Conditions ſhould haye beeninſerted as 
a Clauſe in all thoſe Oaths and Covenant) leſt otherwiſe, we per* 
ſiſting in chis ſin, pulls down Gods wrath on us, and our Land : 
O lets not after Vowes make iuquiries, w. nor ſuffer our mouths 
to cauſe our fleſh to ſin, nor ſay before the Angel, that ic was an # Prov, 20, 25. 
Error, Why ſhould God be angry atour voice, and deſtroy the 
worksof our hands, W. yes, not only hurt: our ſelves, but 
bereby give a ſcandal to all Chriſtians, and cauſe the precious ® E1& 5.6 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt our [Lord,and bis glorious Goſpel to be blaſ- 
phemed, by Turks, Papiſts, and Infidels, as if the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion which we profeſle, were x DoRrine that ailowed of Perjury, 
I 2 Which 
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which the very Turks and Heathen do abhor, and have been eon- 
tent, 40 ſuffer any miſery, rather then wilfu!ly to run into Per. 

x Aug 1ib.", de Jury © Witneſs that famous Roman Augu/5xc relates of, * tro to a. 
Civitae Dei] Yoid thisfin, and perform his Ozth made, retnrned into the hands 
cap; Ly of hs dradly foes, who with exquiſite torments Mu:dered him, 
7 e40-t® inclding him in « trait piece of Wood, fall of ſharp Nails, in 
: Aug, ie (vj. which he could ſcarce Rand upright, and if he leaned on any fide, 
zate Dci, lib: z be muſt needs wottrid himſelf, and ſo 1>ng he ſtood, rilt he died 


£4p. 30 with Watching; though he were a Heathen, yer he choſe rather to 
hag nM endure the worſt of temporalevils, rather then offend his gods by 


whom he had ſworn, x. he feared to offend his falſe £045, which 


ahem arrhis Vere indeed Devils, y. will nothe riſe up in Judgement againſt 
&ay but obſti., . thoſe; that fear not to-offend the erne- God, by Perſury, who will 
3 - thelc ; not acquit an offender. z. Thelike dread of perjury is repor- 
blaphen?? os *<d to bein the Sagantines who choſe rather tohavetheir City rui- 
thas Faith nated, than their Faith violated, which they had made to the Ro. 

arp the mans: a, Did not Awnrathubbraid the Chriftiars with Ylads- 
ife of our 


ſlans Perjury,and will not beth Tarks and Heathens condemn our 

Religion, as falſe, when they ſhall hear ther there is fuch Perjury 

and Falſhood centinaed in amongft us, that is not to be named 
amoneſt the Heathen, as St. Pax! (peaks in another caſe, 6, 

Therefore Thirdly, Let there be a day of Humiliation appoint- 

cd by the Three Natidns, that every man grifty of this fin, my 

{mite up6n'the thigh, ard be aſhamed, arid fo may confeſs'and 

Recially, ler ſuch deeply hamble themſelves, 

ſc. jxcitzta 4 Whoſe months, have been fall of Cirſing, and'bitrerneſs, fweur- 


tons Conturar, 


part 3: cap: 20 


oloGe= ing ohevery lighrotcafion, powdring in their-common talk (as 
beme &' #1 they'rhiey think) theit diſcourſe, but indeed putrifying ir, with 
ferni ciui: G ag- 


prophine #nd carfe@langtiage, arid! Oarhs, 2s the Devilthar rates 


new: (col: in lic: 


| 4 4 turjiVoro inthem, gives thetm'ntterance ; their toogue, in St. 74s his 
F muta de cyerum, phraſe, being ſet on fireof Hell : c. | 
| quod iniquiter eq abſolute,and impoſſible Vows, ard Oaths, whictyatenot'to be 
| Juraftmepere 1 oo, bar btoken,d. (it efe Lotd will ) "faith St. 7Za#es, 4. (and 


L ſolve: 


Alſq let us bewail'our Wick- 


fo far as cohVehidritly we may,i5 well as lawfolly ) f1ith St. Pac, 
are rcquiredin poſe that profmiſe ought. $4utfhaned ih his 
fi $aw.14.24 raſh Vow of killing him, thr raſted meat that day, f. | So did 
g 1 $am.25.21 7 ,4;4in his peſſionate Oath to'feftroy Nabal, and hisFamily, 


—_—_— for their Maſtets iniciviliry; and wzntof charity, g. "while, did 


Fatnes 4:17 


© fom de juramens, thoſe Forty that bound themſelves in an Oh, notto Eir ciltthey 
F þ#: 13: 2, hid killed the holy Apoſtle, 5.” thi the very OED 


ky.) or 
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far in gn'Oath we are to have regard, ww well tothe matter, what” 

we fwear, as to the magreer how we ſwear: So ſaid the Dr. of the I 
Chair, An unlawful Oach, inreſpe& of the a& of ſwearing, ob- + 
ligeth, althoogh ir be certain, what ought not to be performed, &. 
ought not ro be ſworn ; nevertheleſsit my come,and doth often 
come to paſs, that what ought rot to have been ſworn, ought not- 
withſtanding to be performed, the thing being lawfa), not of ir 
ſelf, but by accident, ( viz the Perſons ſwearing) & ſo it obligeth 
the Perſon ſwearing to his promiſe, (unlefle there appears ſome 0- = 
ther (inful impediment) as he inſtanceth in the Oath of the + | 
1/raliſs Princes given to the Gibronjres before mentioned : they | Auuin; ages | 
ought not to have ſworn to them, but having ſworn, they ought queft:$8: 4r;2, 
Rot to break their Oath, which Sex/: Poſterity found trueto their & 3: 
ſorrow, as well as all 1/-ae/, kh. in this the Schoolmen are 7*#77 non deber © 
right, 4 ſed faftum v4» + 

To prevent Perjury inthe Univerſiries, and Cities, and Courts, * 
lee the Statutes, Laws, and Coftoms, which they are ſworn to ob- 
ſerve, be ſet down in a Book, or Table, for Publick nſe, ro 
be made, and truly ufed by allmen, in ſome Common Place, 

Where z1| may have liberty to read, and know them, that ſo men | 
may ſwear in Jadgement, Juſtice, and Truth, mw. Andto pre- ® Jer: 4:4 
vent this fin in Judicature at our Afﬀſizes, and Quarter-Seffions, 
let there be no Taleſ-men returned, by the Sheriff, or his Bayliffs, 
not no Jury-men atlowed of, but ſuch ns are approved of by the 
Teſtimony of the Miniſter, and Church, where they live, to be 
wiſe, and able men, found inthe Faith, fearing God, -and hating 
covetouſneſs, of knowledge in the Laws of the Land, ofholy life, 
and-converfation,untothe Juſtices of the Pexce in each County, to 
ſervess Jury-men, whoconfirming them, and allowing of thew, 
ler thefe freely fortheirConntries good, ſerve i9 all Juries, with- 
ourttkingRewerd for their pains, on the penalty of Bribery, un- 
leſſe what may be allowed by the Commun Parſe of the faid 
County) this will, believe, deſtroy alt our Hackney Jarors, and 
prevent 'abondance of Injuffice, and Perjury, now perpetrated in 
Courts of Judicature. 

Fifthly, Lets all Repent-of our raſh ſwearing without Judge- 
ment, and ſubmiffionrto Gods will, whereby we have made our 
Wills faperiorto Gods, whoſe connfel alone ſnal! Aand, and he 
will perform all his plexfere, who hath letely ſhewed onr vanity, 
and proptrenneſſt bertin,- indiſ-enabling molt of us co do, whar 
we 


"we abſolutely Covenanted, and ſwore to perform ; yea, let therg 
# James $:12 be no ſwearing, but on weighty Cauſes, ». they ought co be us" 
if "nc to . ſed only in caſes of neceſlity, as men uſe dangerous Mcdiciqgs. 

ff compre Ros Sixthly, Let the Lau's already made againſt raſh Swearers and 
18 Perjured perſons, be pur better 'in execution, andlert more er- 
couragement be givento thofe ſhall diſcover them, And let (och 

| as hear them ſwear raſbly, and fally, and know it ſo, bur ſhall noe 

* | o eAgemies & TEprove them, or ſce them puniſhed, letchem undergo the ſame pu- 
' Confentientes Niſhment, as being parcakers wich, or approvers of che ſame ſin. o, 

| Pari pena punt. Laſtly, Letall ſorts of Perſons inthe Three Nations faithfully 

| _—_ tn perform their Vows, Oaths, and Covenants made ( with ſubmiſ- 
_—_— ſion to Gods Will) co their utmoſt power iq their vocations, (and 
ſo far as lawfully they may ) chough it be to the Loſle of their ho- 

nots, places, offices,vr riches,for what will it profita man to pain 

a the world, and to loſe his own ſoul, as every prtjured perſon that 

$4 Tim. = remains unrepentant in this fin, doth: p. Therefore let every 
Pſal. 24.4 Man do this ſeriouſly ( as in Gods preſence who ſeeth him;; ;; 
holds all his wayes, before whom ſhortly he muſt appear andigpes 
an account for theſe Oaths and Covenants) read over,and piouſly* 

meditate on the Oaths,Proteſtation,and Covenant he hath ſworn 

unto, and then let him pay, what he bath promiſed, and voted, 

without delay,eſpecially ſuch things as concerns the glory of God, 

the honor of Chriſt, the good of the Church, the maintenance of 

Troth, Unity, and Love, the purifhing of Hereticks, Sciſmaricks, 

and ſach as cauſe War and Diviſion in the Nations, and the flying 

of the ſins we have ſworn to forſake, and to reform to our power 

the ſxme in others, and in reference to the perſons to whom, and 

with whom,we have ſworn; lets obſerve thoſe Rules of Chriſt,to 

love them as our ſelves, q. and todo to every one of them, as we 

- qRom.13:9 Would be dealt withal our felves, were we in the ſame ſtare, and 

| *Mar:7:12 condition with them, q, O lets not pretend pretences,or make 
excuſes or invent Arguments, to ſhift off, equivocate with, or any 
Way to clude theſe ſacred bonds,-for God will ſorely require the 
-{ paymentof them: Suffer not therefore thy month to cauſe thy 
q fleſh toſin, neither ſay thou before the Angel, it was an Error ; 

| oy Bccleſ:5:4,5, wherefore ſhould God be angry with thy voice, and deftroy the 
__ work of thy bands for thy perfiiioufneſle, as Solomon ceacheth, r 
+ fx Chron 35:Q jets cemember that new Oaths and promiſes cannot make void 
fk Jer kl the old, no more than Zedekiahs new Oath to the King of Egypr, 


& Ezck;17;15 could make void his old Oach made to the King of Babylon, /. 
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or 's new Covenant or Promiſe made to a ſecond Wife, can make. FF 
void the old Covenant and Promiſe made to the firſt (ſhe being a- \4 
live, aod ſhe being not put away from him) z. becauſe an Oath ; D;; gwnder 
hath naturally its obligtory power, but conſtruRive only, not de- ſon de jurewent: 
ſtrucive, it cannot take away the Obligation it findeth, or impoſe {ed:2: ſe: 21; 
another repugnant to itz and the reaſon is, becauſe by all obli- 
gations ſome right is confered on another, for whoſoeveris oblig- 
cd, is obliged unto another, and its moſt unjuſt, that by the meer 

a of one, the right of another without his conſent ſhould be 

weakned, Theobligation ofan Oath cannot be taken away by dis- 

ſpenſations from any third perſon,(unledde the Party be willing for | 

whoſe favour and benefitit was made, to accept of, and ratifie the u Saunderſ: ut | 

ſame, #. as the DoRor ſheweth. Let us therefore know, thus ſupra, lefrp: © 

it is With us, in our Oaths and Covenants, God was called to be a 67:5: 
witneſle of the truth,and ſincerity of our words, and hearts, whoſe 

mouth cannot be ſtopt,, nor hand ſtayed, from executing yenge- 

thoſe thar are Perjured herein; he regards not perſons, 

will he cake Gifts ; . he acceprethnort the perſons of Prin 7 Rom2:re 

, norregardeth the Rich, more than the Poor : He will come OY > 34 

igh cothem in Jadgement, and will be a ſwift Witneſſe againſt Deur: 10:17 

hem, for their not fearing him whois the Lord of Hoſt : x, the a Mal: z:5 
ying Roll ſent by God ſball irreſiſtably cut them off, y. which 7 Zach: 5:3 

is his Curſe, for every one that ſtealeth, ſhall be cur off as on this 

fide, according to it, and every one thar fweareth ſhall be cut off, 

as on that fide, according to it: The Lord of Hoſts faith, be will 

bring it forth, and itſha)l encer into the houſe of the Thief, and 

into the honſe of him chat ſweareth falſly, by his Name, and it 

ſhall remain in the midſt of his hooſe;:nd ſhall conſume: it with the 


he was engaged in; -as the learned DoRor affirms: & Anai' © Taxa | 
men ( againſt the light of Gods Word, and convi&ion ot tt; recall | 
own Conlcrence } will take liberty unto themſeyes herein, Cod 12./5 impicrarks 
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 bEnechVHi5 inte Prophet after Thews Vim his patticulir 460m, 8, %h 
136,27 tele words" And'thou prophane wicket Prince of 1/-ael,whofe 
,-*%* +» * day iscomt} When iniquity (hall have an end ; thus ſaich the Lord 
©0che God; reaſove the Diadem, and take off the Crown': This ſhall 
noeÞe the ſame, exalt him thutis low, znd abaſe him chat is high : 
=: Twill overturn, overtotn, ove;tnrn it; and itfhaltbeno more, un- 
|: "ER til he come whoſe righe it is, and ] willgive it him, Now this, 
Ts: and all the former remarkable Examples, ſpecified before, of Gods 

[+ divine Julkice, related in this Book, and others we read of, bapned 
to them, for Examples of Gods indignation againſt ths fin, end 
WE. they are written for our Admonition, (as the Apoſtle ſaith ) upon 
| © xCor:10!11: whom ehe ends of the World are come, c. Wherefore my dear- 
ly beloved, lets flee from this ſin,leſt partaking with thoſe before 
[6 17 named herein, wealſoreap of their plagues ; for unleſſs we retend 
#Luk: 1 3:3,5: Of it, we ſhall all periſh by it, 4. The good Lord prevent us 


with his Mercy, and remove the Judgments hang over our heads, 
and deal nor with us afeex our fins, nor nets GAL ® 
our iniquities, bur as high as the Heaveh is #Sove the Eartt. 
great let his Mercy be eowards us ; and tht Lord our God x - 
what is gxft, and grant us Wiſdom to diſcern, and Piety to prafti 

| whar is required, that fo the flying Roll that is polipForth, rome 
j not into'aur Lands, or Houles, to curus off, and the bigif 
God the Father, and the Grace'of onr7 ord Jeſas Ci ' 
andthe Comforts of God the bleſſed Spirit, be on the beads, anc 
remain in the hearts of all thoſe, that eremble at Gods Word, e. 
and fear an Oath, ec, which isthe defire, and ſhall be the con- 
tinual Prayer, of your Souls Friend, and Servant in the Lord, 
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